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Tutku Tour of Turkey/Asia Minor: May 17-June 5 
The Patara Prince Boutique Hotel & Resort: June 5-9

The following graph might help orient you to the times of Anatolian civilizations.
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Tue., May 17. We left Dubuque at 12:30 p.m., the Baileys in the first car and Mallory and we in the second. After picking up our parking permits at the ELCA office near the O’Hare Airport, we took the Marriott shuttle to the airport, arriving around 5:00. We had supper together at the airport and then got our Turkish Air boarding passes and waited for the rest of the group to arrive at the gate. Our flight left at 10:20 p.m., right on time. We had another little supper onboard (boring lukewarm bowtie pasta) around midnight and then tried to sleep.

Wed., May 18. Turkish Air served breakfast about 3:00 p.m. Istanbul time (about 7:00 a.m. Iowa time). We landed around 5:00 p.m. Istanbul time (about 9:00 a.m. Iowa time), then it took about two hours to process the group through the airport: visa, passport control, luggage, getting local currency at ATMs, and meeting our guide Macit (pronounced to sound like magic). He was a very knowledgeable and personable guide, and we thoroughly enjoyed our time with him. Our tour bus took us to the Grand Haliç Hotel (in the Beyoglu district near Taksım Square
 and the Galata Tower
). The hotel 8th story dining room where we had our evening meals had a beautiful view looking out over the Golden Horn.
 After doing a little laundry, we went to bed at 10:30 p.m. It was sunny in the 50s and windy in Chicago when we left; it was overcast and raining very lightly in the 50s in Istanbul.
 It had been an unusually cool, wet spring in Turkey, just as it has been in Iowa.
Thurs., May 19. Up at 6:00, we had an amazing hotel breakfast buffet with Mary and Marj. Under overcast skies, we left the hotel at 9:00. Our first stops were the Roman Hippodrome,
 the Blue Mosque (named after the blue tiles inside),
 and the Ayosofya (Turkish name) or Hagia Sophia (Greek name).
 After a late lunch at a nearby restaurant, we went to the underground Basilica Cistern
 built in the 6th century, and then to the Chora Church with its amazing 14th century mosaics.
 Seeing these sights requires a lot more walking now as buses are restricted from those areas. Before supper, we walked from the hotel to the Galata Tower, built in the 14th century by the Genoese in the Galata district of Istanbul.
 Supper at the hotel featured delicious sea bass. After doing some “odd jobs,” we went to bed at 10:00. We had some sun in afternoon and evening.

Fri., May 20. Up at 6:15, we had a great hotel breakfast again. We left at 9:00 to see the Topkapi Palace.
 It was very crowded with tourists. After a long walk, we had lunch at a restaurant before heading off to the Archaeological Museum and the Grand Bazaar, packed with shoppers looking and buying at the 4,000 shops in this 15th century covered market.
 The hotel dinner was again delicious. We sat and chatted until 8:30. We had some sun, some overcast, and a few raindrops.

Sat., May 21. Up at 5:00, we left at 7:00 for the airport after another great breakfast—no traffic on Saturday morning! We flew to Ankara,
 arriving at 10:15. After time in the Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, we walked up the hill to lunch at the same Ottoman house where we ate in 2007! Lunch was delicious, and we had a nice view over the city during a light rainstorm. Then we drove to the Augustus Temple, where a new park had been created around the ruins.
The temple…was built between 25 BC - 20 BC following the conquest of Central Anatolia by the Roman Empire and the formation of the Roman province of Galatia, with Ancyra (modern Ankara) as its administrative capital. After the death of Augustus in 14 AD, a copy of the text of Res Gestae Divi Augusti [“the deeds of the divine Augustus,” a long funerary inscription of his life and achievements, which Augustus composed just before he died]
 was inscribed on the interior of the pronaos wall [the entrance to the sanctuary] in Latin, whereas a Greek translation is also inscribed on an exterior wall of the cella [sanctuary]. In the 2nd century, the Romans enlarged the temple on the ancient Acropolis of Ancyra. In the 5th century it was converted into a church by the Byzantines.

After touring the Atatürk Mausoleum,
 we headed to the Hotel Dedeman, where we unloaded luggage in the rain. We read, rested, and sent one email. The hotel served a delicious dinner, after which we just crashed. There were two weddings at the hotel: one Uzebeki and one Turkish. It was 60-ish and partly cloudy with some rain.

Sun., May 22. It was a hard night: the air conditioning became heat at 11:00 p.m., so we took our covers apart, which helped some. Up at 5:45, we had another amazing breakfast and then left Ankara at 8:00 for a 5-hour bus ride to the Cappadocia region.
 The plateau was very green—lots more rain and cooler temperatures than usual—Macit (our guide) and Metin (our bus driver) were both astounded by the lushness, which included many wildflowers, especially red poppies. Our first stop after lunch at the Uranos Sarikaya in Avanos, in a cave restaurant (great food prepared in clay pots and zither music), was the Göreme Open Air Museum’s cave churches:

Göreme is a district of the Nevşehir Province in Turkey. After the eruption of Mount Erciyes about 2000 years ago, ash and lava formed soft rocks in the Cappadocia Region, covering a region of about 20,000 km [=about 12,400 mi.]. Wind and water eroded the softer rock, leaving the hard cap rock on top of pillars, forming the present-day fairy chimneys. People of Göreme, at the heart of the Cappadocia Region, realized that these soft rocks could be easily carved out to form houses, churches, monasteries. These Christian sanctuaries contain many examples of Byzantine art from the post-iconoclastic period. These frescoes are a unique artistic achievement from this period. In the 4th century, small anchorite [monastic] communities began to form in the region, acting on instruction of Saint Basil of Caesarea. They carved cells in the soft rock. During the iconoclastic period (725-842), the decoration of the many sanctuaries in the region was held to a minimum, usually symbols such as the depiction of the cross. After this period, new churches were dug into the rocks and they were richly decorated with colourful frescoes.
 Most of the churches in the Cappadocia Göreme Open Air Museum belong to the 10th-12th centuries, with most of the frescos dating from the 11th century.

The first known reference to Göreme is the early 7th century ce “Acts of St. Hieron,” about a 3rd century “saint” who escaped from Roman captors to “a mighty cavern” hewn out of the rock in “Korama,” only to be martyred during Diocletian’s reign (284-305). In 302, Galerius (co-emperor from 293-305, then emperor 305-311), who favored a death penalty for all Christians, and Diocletian (Roman Emperor 284-305), who favored non-lethal persecution of Christians, consulted the oracle of Apollo at Didyma, which said “the impious on earth hindered Apollo’s ability to provide advice.” Members of the court informed Diocletian that “these impious … could only refer to the Christians of the Empire. At the behest of his court, Diocletian acceded to demands for universal persecution.”

At our next stop, while Karen and a few others wandered in the shops (where we later bought a round tablecloth), most of the group crawled or duck-walked through the rooms and tunnels of the Kaymakli underground city.
 Then we checked into our favorite hotel, the Cappadocia Lykia Lodge. Hiking had warmed us up, so Dave spent about 5 minutes in the hotel’s very chilly outdoor pool to cool off. We enjoyed an incredible buffet dinner at the hotel and did a little window-shopping in the hotel shops. We went to bed at 9:30. It was a partly cloudy day, with a little rain here and there and a little sun, perhaps in the 50s.
Mon., May 23. Up at 6:00, we had a wonderful breakfast, which included chocolate crepes and banana and/or chocolate shakes! We drove to the Byzantine Uçhisar Castle.
 Then we walked through the Soğanli Valley—a lovely hike along the side of a high hill or small mountain covered with wild flowers—to see some of the 150 9th-13th century churches hollowed out of the rock. We had a wonderful lunch at a beautiful Caravanserai in Avanos.
 Then we went to a local carpet factory for demonstrations and sales. After a short Sema ceremony, a very moving and reflective “Whirling Dervish” presentation,
 we returned to the hotel for a delicious dinner—probably one of the best buffets in all of Turkey. After doing laundry in our sink, we went to bed at 10:00. We had a little more sun today, with temperatures 70ish.

Tue., May 24. The Hennings and the Kozminskis went ballooning at dawn. Up at 6:15, we had another great breakfast. We left the hotel at 9:00 for a small village called Ortahisar.
 After a drive to and walk through Camel Valley, with many “fairy chimneys” that looked like camels and other animals,
 we visited the Ömürlü Ceramic Production Center in Avanos. Lunch at the caravanserai was so good yesterday that we returned there again today! Then we went hiking in Paşabağı.
 We toured the Göreme onyx factory in Uçhisar, where we purchased a turquoise necklace (“turquoise” is the French word for the Turkish blue of the Selçuk period [11th-12th century CE]). After packing for the next day, we had a wonderful dinner at the hotel. We went to bed at 9:30. It had been a mostly clear day in the 70s. We could see the snowcapped volcano Erciyes Dağı (with an altitude of 3,916 meters = 12,848 ft.). Macit kept wishing he had his camera, because the landscape was greener than he had ever seen it.
Wed., May 25. Up at 6:15 to another clear sunny morning—but slightly warmer—we had our last chocolate crepes and banana shakes! We left at 9:00 and had a beautiful view of a snow-covered Hasan Dağı (with an altitude of 3,253 meters = 10,672 ft.), the other volcano. Our rest stop was at the Sultanhani
—the same caravanserai where we stopped in 2007). Fields of purple thistles lined the highway. Macit read Rumî poetry to us on the bus. We had an interesting lunch of lamb and amazing baklava. In Konya,
 we visited the Mevlana Museum & Rumî Tomb,
 and then drove by the ancient wall of Iconium and a medrese.
 We arrived at the Dedeman Hotel at 4:00, hoping for time in the pool but, alas, the “health area” was closed for reconstruction and wouldn’t be open until next week. Instead, we walked to the small mall across the street to see a slice of ordinary city life. A quick rain shower included a beautiful rainbow over the city. After some reading and napping, we had a delicious dinner in the hotel’s 5-star restaurant, but Dave had a “white” meal (boiled potatoes and rice were surprisingly tasty) due to a brief bout with gastro issues. We went to bed early, and heard the call to prayer at 10:00. Soccer fans awoke us at 11:30.
Thurs., May 26. We heard the call to prayer at 4:30 and got up at 5:00. After a lovely breakfast buffet, we left at 7:30 for a long drive to Pisidian Antioch.
 Dave had been there in 2001, but in July 2001 it was 110 degrees and Karen needed to stay out of the heat, so she stayed at the hotel in Egirdir, so this was her first time there. We walked a long way through fields of grass and wildflowers, mostly uphill, to a basilica, a temple to Augustus
 built after 2 bce on the site of an earlier temple of Cybele, and a theater.
 Lunch was in an outdoor restaurant in the nearby town of Yalvaç. Then we drove south out of the mountains, by the lakes to the Roman Aspendos aqueduct
 and theater.
 By then it was overcast. After a long drive into Old Town Antalya,
 we walked from the bus (it couldn’t go to the old town section) through the Hadrian Gate
 to the Tuvana Residence Hotel, a collection of 18th century Ottoman homes—where we had stayed with the deForests in 2005! It is one of our favorite hotels. We were served an elegant supper on an outdoor terrace. We went to bed at 10:30. It had been sunny in the morning but partly cloudy and hazy in the afternoon, getting warmer and more humid. We had seen many red poppies, white opium poppies, bright yellows and purples, scotch broom, purple jacaranda trees, bougainvillea, oleander in several colors, red pomegranate blossoms, and roses.
Fri., May 27. Up at 6:00 after a great night’s sleep, we had a lovely breakfast in the courtyard of one of the Ottoman houses. At 8:30, we walked with our hand luggage back through the old town and Hadrian Gate to the bus. We spent the morning at the spectacular Antalya Museum and then went to Perga:
 one side of its Hellenistic Gate
 had collapsed since we were there in 2007. Lunch was outside at a hilltop restaurant near there. On a long drive to Pamukkale (4 and ½ hours), we had a rest stop that included yogurt with honey & poppy seeds. In Hierapolis (Pamukkale),
 we walked across the top of the mineral springs covered with white powder, and several of our group dipped their feet in the warm mineral water. After checking into the Lycus River Hotel, we had a buffet dinner and did lots of laundry in the sink. We went to bed at 10:00. It had been sunny early and quite cool, then cloudy, with storms off in the distance.

Sat., May 28. Up at 6:00, we had a limited but nice hotel breakfast. We left the hotel at 8:30 for a two-hour drive to Aphrodisias,
 which had two improvements since we were there in 2007: the two-story sebasteion with its beautiful reliefs was partially reconstructed, and a fantastic new wing of the museum featured the reliefs from the sebasteion.
 Lunch was at the same place as our first three trips—a restaurant near Aphrodisias with a saz player who has a new parrot sitting on the end of the instrument. The old parrot died after our first visit there; in fact, there is a photo and memorial of the old parrot on the wall. Thunderstorms began while we were there and continued for an hour, which slowed our drive. Rain stopped in time for us to explore the new spectacular discoveries and reconstructions within the last couple of years by Turkish archaeologists at Laodicea!
 In 2001 there was so little to see that we skipped this site in 2005 and 2007. It now includes a Roman colonnaded Syrian Street,
 a temple (to an as yet unidentified god, perhaps Zeus, the city’s patron god), and a menorah and cross on a column. A bad time for Dave’s camera battery to die! Most walked to the water tower for the aqueduct that fed the baths, but Dave went back to the bus to get a replacement battery. Back at the hotel, we had time for the thermal pool and Jacuzzi. We had been trying to pick up news on TV during our trip and today we heard that Egypt had opened the Rafah border with Gaza: Yea! We went to supper at 7:00 only to learn that they had delayed the start until 8:00: after our protests and our very insistent guide’s protests, they let us begin at 7:30. After supper, we had a fun time chatting with the Baileys, Kosminskis, and Hennings. We went to bed at 10:00 after more repacking. It was really cool by evening.

Sun., May 29. Up at 6:00, we had a delightful breakfast. At 8:30 we began a nearly 5-hour drive across beautiful mountains and through acres of olive trees and flowers on a mostly sunny day to Bodrum/Halicarnassus.
 We drove by the ruins of the Halicarnassus theater
 and then took a shuttle bus (tour buses weren’t allowed in the center of town) to the Seçkin Konaklar Hotel and checked in: rooms seemed to be assigned at random but we were given the same room we had in 2007! We walked to lunch at Liman Köftecisi
 an open-air restaurant on the main street. Then we walked to the 15th century Crusader Castle (of the Hospitaller Knights of St. John, but also called the Castle of St. Peter)
 and Underwater Archaeological Museum.
 Dave and others enjoyed swimming in the hotel pool. It took an hour to drive to supper at a fish place overlooking the sea—they finally served the fish at 9:15. The little restaurant area was decorated with lights inside gourds. We got back to hotel at 10:45. The day was sunny most of the day and 80ish.
Mon., May 30. Up at 6:15, we had a simple breakfast buffet and left at 8:30 to take vans to the bus. Highway construction made a pretty drive north slower. When we arrived in Didyma,
 we walked through and around the massive temple of Apollo,
 and then had lunch at the place where we ate in 2007 overlooking the temple: a wonderful buffet of starters followed by a fish or meat entrée. The next stops were Miletus and Priene.
 In Priene, we found two recently identified stones with menorahs carved into them, possibly indicating the site of a synagogue.
 After a sunny, 80ish day, we cleaned up at the Sürmeli Efes, a BIG resort hotel in Kuşadasi, across the bay from the Kismet, where we stayed in 2001 and 2005. A huge swarm of people showed up at the massive buffet dinner. After supper, most of us went to the “Ephesus Meeting,” a series of 3 presentations by academics, sponsored by a group affiliated with Tutku Tours. After we did lots of laundry in the sink, we went to bed at 11:00.
Tue., May 31. Up at 6:15, we dug into the big breakfast buffet at 7:00 and left at 8:00. In Ephesus,
 our first stop was on a hill overlooking the site of the temple of Artemis—only one column remains standing of this temple that was once one of the Seven Wonders of the World, many of whose stones have been recycled into other buildings in Ephesus and Istanbul. Next stop, the 6th century St. John Basilica. Then we walked through the city itself, jam-packed with 5 cruise shiploads of tourists: not the best way to see this magnificent site. Ginny and Karen stayed behind while the rest hiked on a long trail up a steep, sometimes treacherous hill to the Grotto/cave of Paul and Thecla, a sacred site since the 1st or 2nd century, which features 6th century frescos of Paul, Thecla, and Mary.
 We didn’t get to see the aristocratic Terrace Houses.
 Lunch was outside at a restaurant in Selçuk.
 Then we toured the Ephesus Museum in Selçuk. Back at the hotel, several of us spent a couple of hours at one of the lovely pools and resting in the shade. A couple of the European and/or Russian women were topless, and some in our group reported seeing topless women on the beach along the sea: an indication of the secularization of this otherwise Islamic country (along with the sale of alcoholic beverages in most city restaurants and stores, except in Konya, the most conservative city). After a sumptuous hotel buffet supper, we walked with David Peabody and his wife Jeri Brandt. After some repacking, we went to bed at 9:30. It had been sunny and in the 80s.

Wed., June 1. Up at 5:45, we enjoyed another sumptuous hotel buffet breakfast. It was rather foggy over the sea. We left the hotel at 8:00 and drove to Sardis.
 Lunch—special meatballs (köfte)—was in a small Sardis restaurant. When we arrived at Izmir/ Smyrna,
 Macit took us on a driving tour of his home city and stopped to go up a very tall elevator
 in the old Jewish Quarter to enjoy a great view of the city and sea—and cooling drinks (Dave tried hot Turkish coffee) at the top. After we checked into the Anemon Hotel, we took a hot walk with Kevin and Vicki Smith to the waterfront shop where we shopped in 2001 (and 2005?): when we told the shop owner, he lit up and offered us drinks, which we had to decline, since we had to get back to the hotel. During a lovely fish dinner at the hotel in its Ottoman decorated dining room, Dave regaled Mary and Marj with stories from NYC. After a little email, we went to bed at 10:00. We had a sunny day in the 80s.
Thurs., June 2. Up at 6:00, we had a buffet breakfast in the hotel with a big (Russian?) tour group. We left the hotel at 8:30 and drove to Pergamum.
 Since they no longer allowed tour buses to drive all the way us to the acropolis, they built a new aerial tram to the top: Macit said that they built it very quickly and that it had been running a very short time! The little cars were very hot even though it was not really summer yet. Due to too much direct sun, Britt and Karen waited in the shade while the group toured the Asclepeion
 (back down on the valley floor). Lunch was outdoors near Bergama. Then we drove to Assos
—partly by the turquoise Aegean, partly on narrow mountain roads. We wondered how Paul would have walked or rode across this terrain! We arrived at the Nazlihan Boutique Hotel (as we did in 2001 and 2007) in time to try swimming in the sea, but Dave decided it was too choppy to be safe, and perhaps a bit too cold: it was great fun lying around on deck chairs on the dock. We enjoyed a wonderful fish dinner along the marina. We went to bed at 10:00 after a lovely sunny day in the 80s.

Fri., June 3. Up at 6:00, we had a leisurely simple breakfast buffet outside along the marina, and then left at 9:00 to see the Greco-Roman theater,
 and to hike up a steep cobblestone street through the little village, lined with small shops, to explore the site, the main attraction of which is the temple of Athena
 at the top of the hill, with a spectacular view of the Aegean and the Greek island of Lesbos. On the way down through the village, many in the group did their best to help the local economy! Next stop: a walking tour through Troy’s strata spanning many millennia.
 We had lunch at 1:30 near Troy and then arrived at the Iris Motel in Çanakkale, overlooking the Dardanelles, around 3:30—a very nice place. We sat by the pool and swam until nearly 6:00. We visited until 9:00 after a lovely buffet dinner outside at the hotel overlooking the Dardanelles. It was a perfect day: in the 80s and sunny, with a couple of raindrops from nowhere as we were driving midday.

Sat., June 4, our 45th anniversary! Up at 5:45, we had fun at the hotel buffet breakfast. Leaving at 8:00, we caught the ferry to Gelibelu (Gallipoli)
 on the peninsula between the Dardanelles and the Aegean. Buffet lunch was on the edge of Tekirdağ, a city in Eastern Thrace, on the European part of Turkey, and the capital of the Tekirdağ Province. We ran into terrible Istanbul traffic, racing to our appointed time for a boat ride on the Bosporus: we made it! We had the whole boat just for our group, in a boat for up to 300! It was fun to see the city from the water and to see the many Ottoman palaces lining the waterfront. Then we walked to the Spice Bazaar,
 which was crazy with tourists/shoppers; as in the Grand Bazaar, we were happy to be Mallory’s “escort.” During an early dinner at the hotel, Dave presented gifts and warm words of thanks to Macit and Metin—and Macit surprised us with an anniversary cake complete with “fireworks”! We took a short walk for sunset pictures over the Bosporus and went to bed at 10:00. It had been a lovely sunny day in the 70s and 80s.

Sun., June 5. After a noisy night—our room was at the front of the hotel overlooking a busy street—we were up at 6:45. We left at 8:45 after a buffet breakfast in the hotel. It was an easy drive to the airport on a Sunday morning! On the way, we saw a political party setting up for a big rally later in the day (elections were to be held on the 12th). We bid farewell to our group as we got off the bus at the domestic terminal, and the rest of the group went on to the international terminal, after which Macit was going to return to the domestic terminal to fly home to Izmir. Our flight to the Dalaman Airport
 went without incident or delay at 11:30-ish. A driver picked us up there at 1:30—he was a good driver, but passing other cars is a white-knuckle experience for us! We arrived at 3:00 at the Patara Prince Hotel and Resort
 in Kalkan,
  on a high hill on the shore of a Mediterranean bay near Kaş.
 We found that Tutku Tours had reserved for us a junior suite, with a small balcony overlooking the sea: wow! Although we were served little sandwiches on the plane, we had a quick lunch at 3:45 at the out resort’s outdoors restaurant: nice pasta and chicken. Dave swam in the Mediterranean—the turquois water was as clear as drinking water, not too cold, and so buoyant that he could float or “stand” in very deep water without treading water, so he could swim far out into the bay. Then we relaxed in our room until 6:00 and did a little laundry. We counted 164 steps to the restaurant and pool, 164 steps back up to the hotel, and even more to the sea itself, so we got a little workout just walking to and from the restaurant and sea. The resort served a buffet dinner beginning at 8:00, with tables outdoors overlooking the bay, so we enjoyed a pretty crescent moon, which forms part of the Turkish flag (and is a symbol of Islam), and a starry sky. After a warm day in the 80s, we went to bed at 10:30.
Mon., June 6. Up at 7:00, we had a lovely buffet breakfast on the hotel terrace overlooking the bay. We found what we thought was a “shady” place to hang out while Dave swam in the sea and Karen swam a bit in the pool and read. We even had lunch brought to us in our semi-private spot at the shoreline just above sea level. We found a shadier spot up by the smaller pool later, but the gnats were terrible. Dave swam in the sea again. On the way to our room, we picked up a berry Magnum ice cream bar, a favorite snack. In our room, we discovered the “shade” umbrella—made of woven grape vines—only filtered the sunlight, as we were both very sunburned. Humph! So we bought Dave a t-shirt to protect him while he’s swimming, a polo shirt, and a hat, each imprinted with “Patara Prince Boutique Resort”—all for 50 Turkish lira (= $31 USD). Karen finished reading “Dance with Death,” by Barbara Nadel, who writes mysteries set in Turkey, and Dave napped. We enjoyed another delicious buffet dinner overlooking the bay. After sitting outside for a while, enjoying a clear night sky and the lights of Kaş across the bay, we went to bed at 10:30.

Tue., June 7. Up at 7:30, we again enjoyed a buffet breakfast on the hotel terrace, which included omelets made to order. After Dave drank a cup of coffee on our balcony, we set off to a sitting area right at sea level, shaded by the high wall of the pool above us until noon. Dave swam in the bay before we went up to the restaurant for a long, leisurely lunch overlooking the bay. Then we read and napped in the “Siesta Room”—a totally quiet, cave-like area, from which children under 16 were banned. Dave swam in the bay twice in the afternoon: three times a day will get him in shape, and/or take off some of the calories we’d been consuming! Karen continued to read and nap in the Siesta Room, with Dave joining her between swimming. Again, we sat outside a bit after our buffet dinner, and went to bed at 10:30.

Wed., June 8. Up at 7:00, we again had breakfast on the terrace and then returned to our shaded place from yesterday. Dave swam twice before lunch. Karen finished “Harem,” another mystery by Nadel. After lunch in the restaurant, we packed and cleaned up. We checked out of our room at 3:00, had another berry Magnum, and spent an hour doing e-mail. Our driver (the same one who picked us up at the airport) came a few minutes before 5:00 to take us back to the Dalaman airport. On the way, the driver wanted to stop to gas up, wash the car, and have some tea: we chatted with the owner of the place, a woman now living in Florida. At the Dalaman airport, a gaggle of waitresses—giggly young women—met us at the Liman Café, where we had sandwiches, baklava, and coffee. Our flight departed at 9:30, arriving in Istanbul at 10:45. A shuttle took us to a very classy Airport Hotel, just a few minutes away from the Atatürk Airport International Terminal. Our room was beautiful and spacious! We fell asleep at midnight. Temperatures at the Patara Prince had been around 90 and very dry.

Thurs., June 9. Our wake-up call rang at 6:00. The guy at the front desk last night said that he’d ask for a call at 8:45 for a 9:30 flight: Not us! We had a lovely buffet breakfast in the hotel. One of the wait staff had been to UW-Milwaukee for a class; another one wanted to come to the U.S. to see American basketball, preferably the Bulls or the Heat, as he was a Michael Jordan fan. The hotel shuttle took us to the international terminal, where we found barely controlled chaos: numerous security checks, not enough WCs, a hodge-podge of teeming humanity. Our flight took off at 10:50, about 30 minutes late. We had great views of Istanbul and the Bosporus as we flew out. Our twelve-hour flight arrived in Chicago a few minutes early (3:00-ish Chicago time), but it took an hour to get through customs, passport control, and baggage claim. It was only in the 50s and windy at the airport, so we nearly froze in our shorts after the warmth of Patara! Fortunately, we were wearing shorts with zip-on legs, so we got the legs and our windbreakers out of our luggage. A hotel shuttle took us to the Marriott, where we crossed a couple of parking lots and picked up our car in the covered parking deck that the ELCA churchwide offices use. We left the Chicago area by 4:30, had sandwiches at Culver’s on Hwy 20, and arrived at our home at 8:45. We quickly cleaned up and went to bed right away.
Reflections:

Most, if not all, of the ancient Anatolian, Greek, Roman, and Byzantine sites celebrate conquerors and their gods. They remind us that empires rise and fall: none are immortal.

Almost all New Testament books were written in or to Asia Minor/Turkey, where the early Christian movement swept the empire, so we need to expand the idea of “the Holy Land” to include Turkey (a paraphrase of Jim Bailey’s comment).

After a couple days—and especially after the first breakfast and dinner at the Lycia Lodge in Cappadocia—Jim Bailey remarked, “To promote the next tour of Turkey, forget slides of the sites—just show slides of the food!”
A typical lunch or dinner includes soup and bread, “meze” (a variety of starters), a salad (grated carrots, red and/or green cabbage, tomatoes, beets, cucumber), an entrée (fish, chicken, spiced meatballs [köfte], or kebobs) with rice or potatoes (boiled, French fries, or mashed), and dessert (baklava or other sweet pastries, pudding, or fresh fruit).

Turkey has more ancient Greek and Roman sites than Greece or Italy!

“What happens in Pamukkale stays in Pamukkale.”
The ban on smoking in public indoor space made a big difference!

Macit’s favorite phrases: “Seriously, no joke!” “Good luck!”
� http://sevenchurches.org/biblical-turkey/


� “Taksim Square (Turkish: Taksim Meydanı) situated in the European part of Istanbul, Turkey, is a major shopping, tourist and leisure district famed for its restaurants, shops and hotels. It is considered the heart of modern Istanbul, and is the location of the Cumhuriyet Anıtı (Republic Monument), which was built in 1928 and commemorates the formation of the Turkish Republic" (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taksim_Square).


� “The Galata Tower (Galata Kulesi in Turkish) — called Christea Turris (the Tower of Christ in Latin) by the Genoese — is a medieval stone tower in the Galata district of Istanbul, Turkey, just to the north of the Golden Horn.... The tower was built … in 1348 during an expansion of the Genoese colony in Constantinople. It was the apex of the fortifications surrounding the Genoese citadel of Galata.… [Alexander Kazhdan (ed.), Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium (Oxford University Press, 1991), p. 815]” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galata_Tower).


� “The Golden Horn (Turkish: Haliç or Altın Boynuz, Greek: Κεράτιος Κόλπος, Keratios Kolpos) is a historic inlet of the Bosphorus dividing the city of Istanbul and forming the natural harbor that has sheltered Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Ottoman and other ships for thousands of years. It … joins the Bosphorus just at the point where that strait enters the Sea of Marmara, thus forming a peninsula the tip of which is ‘Old Istanbul’ (ancient Byzantion and Constantinople). Its Greek and English names mean the same, but the significance of the designation ‘golden’ is obscure, while its Turkish name Haliç simply means 'estuary'" (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Horn).


� Istanbul, which derives from a Greek phrase “into the city” (eis tēn polin), is found in various official usages since the 10th century ce. In 1930, it was declared the only proper name of “the city.” It was called “Byzantium” beginning in the 7th century bce; then it was dubbed “New Rome” by Constantine in 330 ce, a name retained in the title of the Patriarch of Constantinople; and in early 5th century ce, Emperor Theodosius II called it “Constantinople,” which was its official name in the Ottoman Empire until its collapse in 1923. It is not mentioned in the New Testament.


� The word “hippodrome” consists of two Greek words, hippos (horse) and dromos (course or race). Originally many statues, tall serpent column, and two obelisks “populated” the hippodrome, but today one Egyptian obelisk and the bases of the rest have survived.


� The Sultanahmet Camii, known as the “Blue Mosque,” was built between 1609 and 1616 on the orders of Ahmet I (Sultan 1603-1617). See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 64.


� The Hagia Sophia we see today is the third church built on this site. The first, dedicated in 360 by an Arian bishop, was burned down in 404. The second, consecrated in 415 by Theodosius II, was burned down in 532. The third, built by Justinian and dedicated in 537, was rebuilt after being damaged by an earthquake and reconsecrated on Christmas Eve 563. Churches on this site served as the Greek Patriarchal cathedral from 360 to 1453, when Sultan Mehmet II conquered Constantinople and converted the church into a mosque, and it continued as such until 1931, when the first Turkish President and founder of the Republic of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, “secularized” it and transformed it into a museum. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 66; Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 364; and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagia_Sophia.


� Turkish name: Yerebatan Sarayı = “Sunken Palace” or Yerebatan Sarnıcı = “Sunken Cistern”


� The Greek on one of the mosaics reads, “Jesus Christ, the land of the living.” The original church was built in the 5th century outside the city walls, in the "country" (the Greek word chora = country), and then rebuilt in the 11th- 14th century. Ottoman rulers converted it to a mosque in the 16th century, and the first Turkish President and founder of the Republic of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, “secularized” it and transformed it into a museum in 1948. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chora_Church.


� See n. � NOTEREF _Ref299627353 \h � \* MERGEFORMAT �3� above.


� The Topkapi Palace, built in 1459-1465 by Sultan Mehmet II on the old Byzantine acropolis, was the official and primary residence in the city of the Ottoman Sultans during 1465-1856. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 72; and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Topkap%C4%B1_Palace.


� The Istanbul Grand Bazaar (in Turkish Kapalıçarşı, meaning “Covered Bazaar”) has been an important trading center since 1461. Its labyrinthine vaults feature two domed buildings, the first of which was constructed between 1455 and 1461 by the order of Sultan Mehmet II (“the Conqueror”). The bazaar was vastly enlarged in the 16th century, during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, and in 1894 underwent a major restoration following an earthquake. Compare McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 82; and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Bazaar,_Istanbul.


� Ankara is not mentioned in the New Testament, but it was part of what scholars call “north Galatia,” to which Paul wrote a letter, and which Acts includes in his so-called “Second Missionary Journey” (15.1-18.23; see 16.6 and 18.23). Galatia is also mentioned in 1 Corinthians 16.1, 2 Timothy 4.10, and 1 Pet 1.1.


� The original in Rome has not survived. The Augustus Temple in Pisidian Antioch had a Latin text, preserved in part in the museum in Yalvaç.


� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ankara#Temple_of_Augustus_and_Rome


� Mustafa Kemal Atatürk (pronounced musˈtafa keˈmɑl ataˈtyrk) was born May 19, 1881 and died November 10, 1938). He was an Ottoman and Turkish army officer, best known for leading the Central Powers’ defense against British, French, and the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) Allied Forces at Gallipoli in 1915, which cost 250,000 casualties on each side. After the defeat of the Central Powers’, at the end of WWI the British and French broke up the Ottoman Empire into separate nation-states, creating the Middle East pretty much as it exists today. Atatürk was the first President of Turkey and is credited with being the founder of the Republic of Turkey as a secular state with a form of parliamentary democracy.


� Cappadocia is mentioned twice in Acts 2.9 and 1 Pet 1.1, but it is the location of “north Galatia” (see above on Ankara): Paul’s letter to “the churches in Galatia” could refer to this region, though the current consensus places these churches in “south Galatia” in the region of Pisidian Antioch. It was also the home of the “Cappadocian Fathers”: Basil the Great (330-379), who was bishop of Caesarea; his brother Gregory of Nyssa (ca. 330-395), who was bishop of Nyssa; and a close friend, Gregory of Nazianzus (ca. 329 – January 25, 389 or 390), who became Patriarch of Constantinople. Nyssa is sometimes identified with the location of the modern city of Nevşehir, although modern scholarship has cast serious doubt on this association. They made major contributions to the definition of the Trinity finalized at the First Council of Constantinople in 381 and the final version of the Nicene Creed, finalised there (the original was adopted in 325 at the First Council of Nicaea, convened in Nicaea in Bithynia, present-day İznik in Turkey), and defended it against the Arians.


� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Churches_of_G%C3%B6reme,_Turkey


� See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 677-80.


� http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocletian, citing Timothy D. Barnes, “Lactantius and Constantine,” Journal of Roman Studies 63 (1973): 21; Charles Matson Odahl, Constantine and the Christian Empire (New York: Routledge, 2004), 67-69; and David S. Potter, The Roman Empire at Bay: AD 180–395 (New York: Routledge, 2005), 168.


� Carved out underneath the Citadel Kaymaklı, a rock hill, Kaymaklı is the widest underground city in the Cappadocia region. Hittites probably carved out the first three floors in about 2,000 BCE. The Cappadocia Kingdom, established in 1,000 BCE, made war against Macedonians, Galatians, Romans, and the people of Pontus. By the 4th century BCE, Alexander the Great occupied the region. The Romans occupied the region from the beginning of the 1st century BCE. Its rooms and tunnels were used for storage and defense, and Christians used them to escape Muslim invasions in the 7th and 8th centuries CE. See http://www.anadol.com/kaymakli.htm.


� In the 15th-16th century, the Byzantine army took advantage of the natural elevation of three of the area’s rock formations and used them as natural fortresses. Üçhisar, together with Ortahisar and a rock citadel at Ürgüp (now in ruins), provided the means for an early warning system using mirrors and lights, sending messages among the fortresses and as far away as Istanbul. See Frommer’s Review at http://travel.nytimes.com/travel/guides/europe/turkey/cappadocia/uchisar/31173/uchisar-castle/attraction-detail.html.


� “A caravansary, or khan, also known as caravansara or caravanserai ... [a compound word meaning ‘caravan palace’] was a roadside inn where travelers [and their animals] could rest and recover from the day’s journey [They were about 30-40 kilometers (= about 20-25 mi.) apart, the typical distance a camel covered in a day.]. Caravansaries supported the flow of commerce, information, and people across the network of trade routes covering Asia, North Africa, and South-Eastern Europe, especially along the Silk Road. These were found frequently along the Persian Empire’s Royal Road, a 2500 km long [= about 1553 mi.] ancient highway that stretched from Sardis to Susa according to Herodotus” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caravanserai). Some have been converted to huge restaurants, hotels, or places for entertainment.


� The Sema ceremony is part of the practices of the Sufi Muslim “way” or “path” in the tradition of Mevlana Rumî. “Jalāl ad-Dīn Muḥammad Balkhī..., also known as Jalāl ad-Dīn Muḥammad Rūmī,... and popularly known as Mowlānā ... but known to the English-speaking world simply as Rumi (30 September 1207 – 17 December 1273), was a 13th-century Persian Muslim poet, jurist, theologian, and Sufi mystic.” See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumi, http://www.goreme.com/whirling-dervishes-ceremony.php, and http://www.sufism.org/.


� Ortahisar, which means “middle castle,” is central among the Cappadocian towns of Göreme, Ürgüp, Uçhisar and Nevşehir. See n. � NOTEREF _Ref299635718 \h � \* MERGEFORMAT �23� above, http://www.goreme.com/ortahisar.php, and http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/CentralAnatolia/Cappadocia/ortahisar/.


� After the eruption of Mount Erciyes, perhaps as recently as 253 BCE, ash and lava formed soft rocks in the Cappadocia Region, covering a region of about 12,400 miles. Wind and water eroded the softer rock, leaving the hard cap rock on top of pillars, forming the present-day fairy chimneys. At 3,916 meters (12,848 ft.), Mt. Erciyes is the tallest peak in Turkey. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Churches_of_G%C3%B6reme,_Turkey and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Erciyes.


� Paşabağı means “Monks’ Valley.” It is also known as “erotic valley,” due to the shape of many tufa “fairy chimneys.”


� Built in 1229, the Sultanhanı, located along a trade route from Konya to Persia, was restored and extended in 1278, making it the largest in Turkey (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aksaray).


� Iconium (Konya) and Phrygia, where Iconium is located, are mentioned in the New Testament in Acts 13.51 and 14.1, 19, 21, in Paul’s so-called “First Missionary Journey” (Acts 13-14), and in Acts 16.2, 6 and 18.23, in his so-called “Second Missionary Journey” (15.1-18.22). Also see Acts 2.10 and 2 Timothy 3.11.


� Mevlana Museum was the original lodge of the Mevlevi Whirling Dervishes, a mystical Sufi Muslim group. When Mevlana died on at age 66 on December 17, 1273, he was buried in the rose garden donated by the Seljuk Sultan ‘Ala’ al-Din Kayqubad as a place to bury Mevlana’s father in 1231. Mevlana’s successor Hüsamettin Çelebi built a mausoleum over his master’s grave. The Seljuk construction was finished in 1274. In September 1925, a decree by Atatürk dissolved all Sufi brotherhoods in Turkey. On April 6, 1926, another decree ordered that the Mevlana mausoleum and dervish lodge be turned into a museum. The museum opened on March 2, 1927. The Turkish government granted special permission in 1954 to allow the Mawlawi dervishes of Konya to perform their ritual dances for tourists for two weeks each year. Despite government opposition, the order has continued to exist in Turkey as a religious body. The tomb of Mevlana Rumî, although officially part of a museum, attracts a steady stream of pilgrims. [Adapted from http://www.sacred-destinations.com/turkey/konya-mevlana-museum.htm.]


� A madrasah (its Arabic name) is a school that can either be secular or have a focus on any religion (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medrese). “The Büyük Karatay Medresesi, on the north side of Alaettin [Aladdin] Hill ... and just down the hill from the Alaettin [Aladdin] Mosque, has Konya’s finest Seljuk Turkish tilework in it. The dome of the medrese is spectacular in its dark and light blue Seljuk tiles.... The water pool at the center of the main hall has a curlicue drain to generate a musical ripple to soothe those at study in the seminary. This elegant seminary was endowed [in 1251] by Emir Jelaleddin Karatay, one of the Seljuk Turkish empire’s greatest generals, statesmen and grand vezirs. ... [The] museum[,]... currently closed to visitors, ... [has an] elaborate marble portal of light and dark marble and carved stone..." (http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/CentralAnatolia/Konya/sights/karatay.html).


� Acts 13.14 mentions Pisidian Antioch as part of in Paul’s so-called “First Journey” (Acts 13-14; for the region of Pisidia, see 14.24). Acts 15.1-18.23 includes Pisidian Antioch in Paul’s so-called “Second Missionary Journey” (see 16.6 and 18.23). Pisidian Antioch is also part of what scholars call “south Galatia,” to which a current consensus believes Paul his letter “to the churches of Galatia.” Galatia is also mentioned in 1 Corinthians 16.1, 2 Timothy 4.10, and 1 Peter 1.1. According to the apocryphal Acts of Paul and Thecla, Paul and Thecla travelled there; also, it describes Thecla’s martyrdom as taking place in a theater, perhaps here.


� In 25 CE, Tiberius built a temple dedicated to Augustus, which “resembled … the temple of Mars Ultor built in Rome in 2 [BCE],” on top of a Cybele temple site. An inscription on the gate at the entrance of the temple read, “For the emperor Caesar Augustus, son of a god, pontifex maximus.” Pieces of the Res Gestae Divi Augusti in Latin, now in the Yalvaç Archaeological Museum, were probably part of the same monumental gateway. See Fant and Reddish, A Guide to Biblical sites in Greece and Turkey, 158; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 114.


� The 12,000-15,000 seat theater in Pisidian Antioch, dating from the Hellenistic period, was enlarged in 311-313 CE. See Fant and Reddish, A Guide to Biblical sites in Greece and Turkey, 157; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 114.


� “The aqueduct of Aspendos transported water from the hills to the north to the town over a distance of 19 km.” (http://www.romanaqueducts.info/aquasite/aspendos/index.html). According to a 2nd century ce inscription, Tiberius Claudius Italicus—“primipilus of the Roman garrison of Caesarea ... the chief centurion of the legion and ranked immediately after the tribune” (http://www.ebooksread.com/authors-eng/charles-clermont-ganneau/archaeological-researches-in-palestine-during-the-years-1873-1874-volume-2-rel/page-15-archaeological-researches-in-palestine-during-the-years-1873-1874-volume-2-rel.shtml)—donated a substantial portion of the cost of the aqueduct (see Bernard McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 455).


� Although “there was probably an earlier ancient theatre on the site, it was completely obliterated by the Roman theatre, which was built during the reign of Marcus Aurelius (161-180 AD)....  Inscriptions in Greek and Latin on either side of the skene read that the wealthy brothers Curtius Crespinus and Curtius Auspicatus built the theatre and dedicated it to ‘the Gods of the Country and the Imperial House.’ In the 3rd century AD a parapet was built between the orchestra and the cavea to protect the audience from gladiatorial and wild animal shows. The theatre continued to be used through the Byzantine era and into the Seljuk Turkish period. The Seljuk leader Alaeddin Kaykabat I renovated the theatre in the 1200s AD, decorating it with painted tiles and turning it into a palace. The Seljuks built the tower-like entranceway over the central outer door of the skene, which remains today.... The first row of seats in the cavea was reserved for senators, judges, and ambassadors, and the second row was reserved for other notable figures. A number of the seats, especially in the upper rows of the cavea, bear the inscribed names of theatre patrons. Various sources indicate that women sat only in the upper rows of seats. The seating capacity of the Aspendos theatre was once estimated at 10,000 to 15,000, but recent attendance at the Aspendos Culture and Film Festival has shown that it can hold over 20,000....  At the top of the second level [of the skene] the columns support a triangular pediment, at the center of which is a frieze of Dionysus with scrolls of flowers (http://www.whitman.edu/theatre/theatretour/aspendos/introduction/aspendos.intro2.htm). Also see McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 452-53; and Mark Wilson, Biblical Turkey 128.


� Acts 14.25 mentions Attalia (Antalya) in Paul’s so-called “First Missionary Journey” (Acts 13-14).


� A triumphal gate, built in honor of Emperor Hadrian’s visit to Antalya in 130 CE, has three arches, with coffered ceilings and decorative marble columns between the arches on both sides. The wheels of carts passing through the arches have left deep grooves in the pavement. The crenellated stone towers framing the gate date from different periods. A stone plaque in the southern tower, known as the Julia Sancta tower, establishes that it comes from the Roman period. Written in Arabic script, a plaque in the north tower, whose base predates the Seljuk period, establishes that Sultan Alaeddin [Aladdin] Keykubat I (1219-1238) rebuilt it. See http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/med/Antalya/sights/hadrian_gate.html and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrian's_Gate.


� Perga (in Greek: Pergē) and Pamphylia, where Perga, are mentioned in Acts 13.13, 14 and 14.24, 25, in Paul’s so-called “First Missionary Journey” (Acts 13-14), and Acts 15.38, in his so-called “Second Missionary Journey” (Acts 15.1-18.22). Also see Acts 2.10 and 27.5. Inhabited since the 13th century bce, the city opened their gates to Alexander the Great in 333 bce. After Alexander’s death, it came under the Ptolemies and Seleucids, until the Romans expelled the Seleucids in 188 bce. In 43 ce, Claudius incorporated Perga into the Roman Empire. Most of the surviving ruins today date from the Roman period. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 440; Fant and. Reddish, A Guide to Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey, 265; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 100.


� The towers of the Hellenistic Gate were built during the 3rd century bce as part of the city’s defensive system. Niches in the walls of the courtyard held statues of gods, goddesses, and the city’s benefactors, including Plancia Magna, who added monumental ornaments to the courtyard in the 2nd century ce. The Roman Gate was constructed at the end of the 3rd century ce. See Fant and Reddish, A Guide to Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey, 270; McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 443-44; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 100.


� Hierapolis is mentioned only in Colossians 4.13, but it is near Colossae and Laodicea. The name Pamukkale, which means “white castle,” comes from the calcium deposits from the mineral springs. The name Hierapolis, first mentioned in 183 bce, is derived from Hiera, the wife of Telephus. It “became part of the Roman province of Asia in 129 bce.” See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 275.


� Aphrodisias is not mentioned in the New Testament, but it is not far from Pisidian Antioch, Colossae, and Laodicea. Aphrodisias, known by that name by the 2nd century bce but settled since the 6th millennium bce, may have been the home of a shrine to Ishtar-Astarte (or Nin), the Akkadian goddess of love, followed by Cybele, and finally Aphrodite (McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 262-63).


� The sebasteion, dedicated in the 1st century CE to “Aphrodite, the divine Augustus, and the people,” venerated the Julio-Claudian emperors, who claimed descent from Venus/Aphrodite. Scenes of Rome conquering various peoples of the world decorate the 2nd story. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 262-63; and http://www.nyu.edu/projects/aphrodisias/seb.htm.


� Laodicea is mentioned in Colossians 2.1 and 4.13, 15-16, and Revelation 1.11 and 3.14.


� The Syrian Street runs through the center of Laodicea from the Syrian Gate in the East.


� Halicarnassus is not mentioned in the New Testament, but it is near Cnidus where, according to Acts 27.1-8, Paul’s ship ran into “difficulty” sailing “along the coast of Asia.”


� This Greco-Roman theater, built in about the late 2nd century bce, had a seating capacity of 10,000 (http://www.whitman.edu/theatre/theatretour/halicarnassus/halicarnassus.htm).


� “Liman” means “Harbor” and “köftecisi” means “meatball restaurant” in Turkish. 


� The Castle of St. Peter the Liberator of the Order of the Knights of the Hospital of St. John of Rhodes (and Malta) was built after the Mongol leader Tamerlane destroyed their castle in Smyrna in 1402. The Sultan Mehmet Celebi granted them this site in Halicarnassus as compensation. In 1523, Süleyman the Magnificent expelled the Knights. See the menu under “The Castle” at http://www.bodrum-museum.com/ and http://www.bodrum.org/listingview.php?listingID=8.


� The Nautical Archaeology Museum exhibit includes the remains of a late 14th century BCE Uluburun shipwreck, discovered off the south coast of Turkey in the Mediterranean Sea near the city of Kaş in the province of Antalya. The ship, which may have been outbound from Cyprus, carried a consignment of 6 tons of copper ingots from copper mines in Cyprus. Its cargo also included tin ingots from Spain or Afghanistan; Mycenaean, Cypriot, Canaanite, Kassite, Egyptian, and Assyrian wares; and Egyptian jewelry. Its destination appears to have been Egypt. See http://www.bodrum-museum.com/museum/depts/uluburun.htm.


� The name “Didyma” refers either to Idyma in Caria, or to the “twin” temples of Apollo (in Miletus) and Artemis, who are themselves “twins.” A “sacred way” linked Miletus and Didyma, which is not mentioned in the New Testament but is only about 10 miles from Miletus, with which it had close, administrative links.


� The Persians destroyed the original 6th century bce temple at the beginning of the 5th century bce. The extant temple ruins belong to the unfinished second temple, whose construction began at the end of the 4th century bce, under Alexander the Great’s patronage. The same architect was responsible for the temple of Artemis in Ephesus. A double line of 108 Ionic columns surrounded the temple. Heads of bulls, Zeus, Apollo, Artemis, and Leto decorated columns at the corners. Visitors passed through a grove of three rows of four columns in the pronaos (a Greek term for the “porch” entrance area “before” the temple/naos). The walls of the temple stand 18 meters high (= 59 ft.). A grove of laurels, sacred to Apollo, surrounded the naos, a small temple containing the bronze cult image—a statue—of the god—and an ancient spring. The oracle at Didyma dates from the end of the 9th century bce. The sculpted architrave of the Ionic temple at Didyma, dedicated to Apollo around 550 bce, had a continuous sculpted “Ionic frieze,” which included a giant head of Medusa. The drying up of the spring silenced the oracle from the beginning of the 5th century bce until Alexander the Great at the end of the 4th century bce. In Greek and Roman mythology, Apollo was the archer-god of medicine and healing; he was also a bringer of death-dealing plague. As the leader of the Muses and director of their choir, he was a god of music and poetry. The patron of Delphi, Greece, Apollo was an oracular god. In classical times, he took the place of Helios as god of the sun. Apollo was also considered to have dominion over medicine, through his son Asclepius (whose “HMO” is in Pergamum). Apollo was the son of Zeus and Leto, and the twin of Artemis, who took the place of Selene, goddess of the moon. As god of colonization, Apollo gave oracular guidance on establishing colonies. In literary contexts, Apollo represents harmony, order, and reasons—characteristics contrasted with those of Dionysus. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 250-55.


In 302 ce, Galerius (co-emperor 293-305, then emperor 305-311), who favored a death penalty for all Christians, and Diocletian (Roman Emperor 284-305), who favored non-lethal persecution of Christians, consulted the oracle of Apollo at Didyma, which said “the impious on earth hindered Apollo’s ability to provide advice.” Members of the court informed Diocletian, “these impious … could only refer to the Christians of the Empire. At the behest of his court, Diocletian acceded to demands for universal persecution.” [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocletian, citing Timothy D. Barnes, "Lactantius and Constantine," Journal of Roman Studies 63 (1973): 21; Charles Matson Odahl, Constantine and the Christian Empire (New York: Routledge, 2004), 67-69; and David S. Potter, The Roman Empire at Bay: AD 180–395 (New York: Routledge, 2005), 168]


� Miletus is mentioned in Acts 20.15 and 17, in Paul’s so-called “Third Missionary Journey” (Acts 18.23-21.16). Also see 2 Tim 4.20. Priene is not mentioned in the New Testament, but it is only about 16 miles from Miletus.


� See Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 260.


� Ephesus is mentioned in Acts 18.19 and 21, in Paul’s so-called “Second Missionary Journey” (15.1-18.22), and in 18.24, 19.1, 17, 26, 35, and 20.16-17, in his so-called “Third Missionary Journey” (Acts 18.23-21.16). Also see 1 Cor 15.32, 16.8, Eph 1.1, 1 Tim 1.3, 2 Tim 1.18, 4.12, and Rev 1.11, 2.1.


� “Stylistic comparisons suggest a date for these paintings in the late 5th or early 6th century A.D., in particular in the Justinianic period” [Austrian Archaeological Institute (http://www.oeai.at/index.php/st-pauls-grotto.html)]. One fresco represents the calling of Thekla, which led her to renounce her engagement and her life as a married woman. Thekla appears at a window, listening to Paul as he preaches with his raised right hand on an open codex. Behind Paul, stands Theokleia, Thekla’s mother, with her right hand raised in admonition (her eyes and right hand have been scratched out, an indication that someone considered her a heretic). Thekla was not permitted to appear in public, but she heard Paul’s sermon from the window of a neighbor’s house and was spellbound by his words. In spite of her mother’s admonition, she renounced her engagement, followed Paul, and spread the word of God.


� Crowded together on a series of ascending terraces on the slope of Mt. Koressos (Turkish: Bülbüldağı) on the south side of Curetes Street, opposite the Hadrian Temple and between the state and commercial agoras, is a group of “condominiums” (insulae) for some of the city’s wealthiest citizens. The oldest of the houses date from the 1st century bce. Most of the houses were restored in the 2nd century ce and were inhabited until the 7th century ce	, when they were abandoned.


� “Selçuk is the central town of Selçuk district, İzmir Province in Turkey, 20 km (12 mi) northeast of Kuşadası, 2 km (1 mi) northeast of Ephesus.... In 1914 it was renamed Selçuk, after the Seljuk Turks who settled in the region in the 12th century” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sel%C3%A7uk).


� Sardis is mentioned in Rev 1.11 and 3.1, 4.


� Smyrna is mentioned in Rev 1.11 and 2.8.


� “Asansör (Turkish for ‘elevator’) is a building in Konak’s Karataş neighborhood and it was built in 1907 as a work of public service by a wealthy Jewish banker and trader of that period, Nesim Levi Bayraklıoğlu, in order to ease passage for people and goods from the narrow coastline of Karataş to the hillside along its steep cliff. The small street that led to the building was recently renamed Dario Moreno in memory of the singer who used to live there before attaining fame in Europe” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konak,_%C4%B0zmir#Asans.C3.B6r_.28elevator.29).


� Pergamum is mentioned in Rev 1.11 and 2.12.


� The Asclepeion is a sanctuary of the god of healing, Asclepius. Priest/healers would examine people with health problems and allow only the curable to enter. If they were able, they (and their family and friends) could listen to music and other performances in a small theater while they waited their turn to bath in a sacred spring, and then proceed through a vaulted tunnel to therapy rooms. In dreams, Asclepius would appear to tell them how to cure their illness. Archaeologists have found gifts and dedications that people would make afterwards to Asclepius, such as small terracotta body parts representing what had been healed. Existing structures include: a Roman theater, north and south stoa, a temple of Asclepius, a circular treatment center (sometimes identified as a temple of Telesphorus, Asclepius’ son), a healing spring, a vaulted tunnel leading from the spring to therapy rooms (windows on the roof provided light and ventilation, but they might also have provided a way for priest-therapists to utter words of the healing god as patients made their way to the therapy rooms), a library, the Via Tecta (the “Sacred Way,” a colonnaded street leading to the sanctuary), and a propylon (an area before the entry gate). See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pergamum.


� Assos is mentioned in Acts 20.13-14, in Paul’s so-called “Third Missionary Journey” (Acts 18.23-21.16).


� The Assos Greek-style 4,000-5,000 seat theater, dating from the 3rd century bce, had a magnificent view of the Aegean Sea and the island of Lesbos. The Romans modified it to accommodate gladiator fights and wild animals by adding a wall and a gutter for a “ring of fire” in front of the first row of seats. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 144; Fant and Reddish, Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey, 165; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 361-62.


� The temple of Athena in Assos, built around 530 bce, is the only known Doric style temple (with some Ionic elements) in Asia Minor. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 144; Fant and Reddish, Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey, 164; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 356.


� Troy is not mentioned in the New Testament, but it is no more than 4 miles from Troas. Troas is mentioned in Acts 16.8 and 11, in Paul’s so-called “Second Missionary Journey” (Acts 15.1-18.22), and in 20.5-6, his so-called “Third Missionary Journey” (Acts 18.23-21.16). Also see 2 Cor 2.12 and 2 Tim 4.13. The city with the Greek and Latin name Troy goes back to 3,000 bce and the Hittites, who called it Wilusa. The Greeks and Romans also called it Ilion/Ilium. A double defensive wall and a ramp, leading into the walled city of Troy, date from the 13th century bce (Troy VIIA), the supposed time of the Trojan War, which is the subject of Homer’s Iliad. See McDonagh, Turkey, Blue Guide, 3rd ed., 133-39; Fant and Reddish, Biblical Sites in Greece and Turkey, 334-35; and Wilson, Biblical Turkey, 385. A Hittite house dates from about 2500 bce (Troy I or II). Temples sites in Troy date from 1800 bce-14 ce (Troy VI-IX).


� Gallipoli was the site of a famous battle from WWI, in which nearly 500,000 were killed. A very high percentage of the casualties were from Australia and New Zealand.


� The Turkish name of the Spice Bazaar in Istanbul, a covered market built in the 17th century, is Mısır Çarşısı, which means “Egyptian Bazaar,” because in the Ottoman period they imported many of its spices from Egypt. The bazaar is part of the külliye of the Yeni Mosque (“a complex of buildings, centered around a mosque … composed of a medrese, a darüşşifa [medical clinic], kitchens, bakery, hammam [Turkish bath], other buildings for various benevolent services for the community ...” [see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spice_Bazaar,_Istanbul and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K%C3%BClliye]. “The Yeni Camii, The New Mosque or Mosque of the Valide Sultan (Yeni Valide Camii), is an Ottoman imperial mosque … situated on the Golden Horn at the southern end of the Galata Bridge” [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Mosque_(Istanbul)].


� The Dalaman Airport is the gateway to the Southern Aegean region of Turkey, home of some of the most beautiful spots on the coast of Turkey. It is 835 km (519 mi) south of Istanbul and 126 km (78.3 mi, 2 hrs 15 min by car) NW of the Patara Prince.


� Check it out at http://www.pataraprince.com/.


� “The historic town of Kalkan is an enchanting place and one of the most beautiful locations along Turkey’s gorgeous Lycian Coast. With the absence of mass tourism, Kalkan remains a charming and unspoiled haven of lush nature, brilliant blue crystal-clear sea, historic architecture, ancient history and warm traditional Turkish hospitality” (http://www.kalkanturkey.com/).


� “Kaş, once an unspoiled fishing village, is now a relatively unspoiled tourist town on the southern bulge of Turkey’s Mediterranean coast two hours’ drive southeast of Fethiye and three hours’ drive southwest of Antalya. Despite dozens of new hotels and pensions, Kaş [“kahsh”] … still has charm, part of which comes from its setting at the foot of a wall of mountains facing the sparkling Mediterranean. Another part of its charm comes from Kaş’s unhurried ambience. Because it is hours away from the Mediterranean’s two major airports (Antalya and Dalaman), it gets fewer visitors than towns that are more quickly accessible” (http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/go/med/kas/).





