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May 2 Wednesday Hazor, Dan Caesarea Philippi, Har Bental, Katzrin 
Synagogue — ON Tiberias
Today we travel north to visit Hazor, the largest Old Testament site in Israel (a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site).  We will then proceed to Dan, the northern border 
of the biblical kingdom of Israel.  There we will walk to one of the headwaters of 
the Jordan River and visit the extensive excavations.  A short drive will take us to 
Caesarea Philippi, the place where Peter confessed that Jesus was the Christ (Matt 
16:16).  From there we will drive up on to the Golan Heights and view into Syria 
(if local conditions permit).  We end our day at Katzrin where we will visit the well–
preserved Synagogue and reconstructed houses.  Dinner and overnight in Tiberias. 
(B,D)

May 3 Thursday Boat Ride on Sea of Galilee, Chorazin, Mt. 
Beatitudes, Magdala, Galilee Boat and Capernaum — ON Tiberias 
We begin our day with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.  During the day we will 
visit Chorazin with a reconstructed synagoguge and also the Mount of Beatitudes 
(Matthew 5–7).  We will visit the large well–preserved first century A.D. synagogue 
at Magdala and the excavations.  Afterwards we will visit the first century fishing 
boat that is now in a museum and then on to Capernaum, Jesus’ “home” for a good 
portion of his earthy ministry.  If time permits we may visit Bethsaida.  Dinner and 
overnight in Tiberias. (B,D)

May 4 Friday Sepphoris, Nazareth (Basilica of the Annunciation), Mt. 
Precipice, En Harod, Beth Shean, Old Testament Jericho — ON Jericho 
Visit Sepphoris, 3 miles north of Nazareth with its beautiful mosaic floors. In 
Nazareth we will visit the Basilica of the Annunciation that commemorates the 
angel Gabriel announcing to Mary that she would bear the Christ Child. From the 
nearby Mount of Precipice we will have a wonderful view of the Jezreel Valley.  
From there we travel across the valley to En Harod, where Gideon assembled his 
men and then travel on to Beth Shean—a place associated with the death of Saul 
and his son Jonathan.  After driving down the Jordan Valley we will explore the 
famous site of Old Testament Jericho.  Dinner and overnight in Jericho at the Oasis/
Inter–Continental Jericho Hotel. (B,D)

May 5 Saturday Jordan Baptismal Site, Wilderness Overlook, Shiloh, 
Mt. Gerizim, Jacob’s Well, Samaria/Sebastia — ON Jericho  
We begin our day at the Jordan River where John was Baptizing and will also 
reflect on the entrance of the Israelites into the Land of Canaan.  Then, following 
close to the path of the Israelites into the Hill Country, we will look out at the 
Wilderness area where they approached Ai and Bethel.  Next, we travel north to 
Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was set up, where the tribal allotments were made, 
and where Samuel was raised.  Heading north we will visit Mount Gerizim where 
the Samaritans built their temple.  If conditions and time permits we will visit Jacob’s 
Well, Shechem, and Samaria/Sebastia.  Dinner and overnight in Jericho. (B,D)

May 6 Sunday Herodian/New Testament Jericho, Qumran, Ein 
Gedi, Masada — ON Dead Sea
We begin our day at Herodian/New Testament Jericho where the Roman Road 
begins its ascent to Jerusalem.  We will then stop at Qumran, the settlement where 
the Dead Sea Scrolls were produced and near which they were hidden.  Driving 
south, we will head to the Oasis of Ein Gedi where David hid in a cave from Saul 
and from there continue to south to Masada, Herod’s magnificent fortress.  We will 
ascend Masada by the cable car to visit the top of this UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
Dinner and overnight will be at the Ein Boqek area on the Dead Sea. (B,D)

Beth Shean

Tour Itinerary:
April 29 Sunday Depart USA  
We will meet at JFK Airport in New York city to board Turkish Air 002 that 
departs at 7:10 PM as we begin our exciting journey!

April 30 Monday  Arrival in Tel Aviv — ON Netanya 
We arrive at Ben Gurion Airport where we will meet our guide.  Transfer to our 
Hotel in Netanya, a city on the Mediterranean Sea.  Relax for the the remainder of 
the day. Dinner and overnight in Netanya. (D)

May 1 Tuesday Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, Elijah Monastery, Megiddo, 
Jezereel, Mt Arbel — ON Tiberias
We depart this morning for Caesarea Maritima, where Peter proclaimed the gospel 
and where Paul was imprisoned for 3 years.  We will drive to the top of Mount 
Carmel to the Elijah Monastery for a great view of the Jezreel Valley.  After stopping 
at Megiddo we will continue to Tel Jezreel where Naboth had his vineyard.  If 
time permits we will stop at Mt. Arbel that overlooks the Sea of Galilee.  Arrive in 
Tiberias and settle into our hotel.  Dinner and overnight in Tiberias. (B,D)

Dr. Carl and Mary Rasmussen

ISRAEL
April 29 – May 11, 2018

Greetings!  The following is the handcrafted itinerary of the trip to Israel 
that Mary and I are leading in response to those who have asked us to put 
together a “not for credit” study tour.  I will be giving mini-lectures along 

the way both on the bus and on the sites, drawing from my studies. I have spent 16 
years of my adult life living in, and guiding, academic groups in Israel, Jordan, Greece, 
and Turkey (including living, teaching, and guiding in Jerusalem for 7 years).
This specially planned itinerary is based upon my experice of leading/guiding/teaching 
over 100 groups in Israel and is structured to include as many important biblical sites 
as possible as we study the Bible in the Land of the Bible.
I am Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at Bethel University in St. Paul, Minnesota.  
I received my PhD in Ancient Near Eastern Studies from Dropsie University.  
Currently I am an adjunct professor at the Jerusalem University College in Jerusalem 
and Bethel University in St. Paul, MN and have served as a consultant for a publisher 
and several media organizations.
In 2010 Zondervan published a new, updated version of my Zondervan Atlas of the 
Bible. Lavishly illustrated, the new version has been updated in every way including 
new maps, pictures, graphics and updated text.  In 2013 Zondervan published my 
Zondervan Essential Atlas of the Bible.  In addition, I maintain the web site www.
HolylandPhotos.org that features over 5,000 free, high quality and high-resolution 
images of Israel, Turkey, Greece, Jordan, and Italy.
Cost: $4,275 per person in Double Occupancy; $5,035 Single Room; Includes group 
airfare from NYC to TLV and Return

We hope that you will be able to join us!  Contact us soon if you are interested 
(footstepstours@comcast.net).

Carl and Mary Rasmussen
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May 7 Monday Biblical Negev, Tel Arad, Tel Beer Sheba, Valley of 
Elah, Beth Shemesh, Nebi Samwil — ON Jerusalem 
Today we will drive into the Biblical Negev and visit Tel Arad with its large city that 
existed 800 years before Abraham as well as its Judean Fortress and Temple—
with its “Holy of Holies” and Sacrificial Altar.  Continuing west we will explore Tel 
Beer Sheba (a UNESCO World Heritage Site ) the southern most city of the classical 
boundaries of the Holy Land—”From Dan [we have been there] to Beersheba!” As 
we head north we will stop at the Valley of Elah where David fought Goliath and at 
Beth Shemesh, near the home of Samson.  Our final stop of the day will be at Nebi 
Samwil north of the city of Jerusalem with its spectacular view of Jerusalem and of 
the Benjamin Plateau.  Dinner and overnight at the Olive Tree Hotel in Jerusalem. 
(B,D)

May 8 Tuesday Temple Mount, Western Wall, Wohl Museum, Old 
City, Davidson Center, Warren’s Shaft, Hezekiah’s Tunnel, Pool of 
Siloam — ON Jerusalem
We begin our walking tour on the top of the Temple Mount, the site of the 
Solomonic and Heriodian Temples and now the famous Dome of the Rock.  After 
our time there we will visit the Western Wall, the holy site of the Jews.  We will 
then continue into the Jewish Quarter of the Old City and visit the Wohl Museum 
where there are palatial houses from the New Testament Era (home of Caiaphas the 
High Priest?).   After lunch in the Old City we will visit the archaeological excavations 
in the Davidson center, including the steps that led up into the Temple Mount.  A 
visit to Old Testament Jerusalem, including Warren’s Shaft, Hezekiah’s Tunnel and 
the Pool of Siloam will conclude our day.  Dinner and overnight Jerusalem. (B,D)

May 9 Wednesday Yad VaShem, Solomon’s Pools, Herodium, 
Shepherd’s Field, Bethlehem — ON Jerusalem 
Today we begin by visiting the Yad VaShem, the Holocaust Memorial and Museum.  
Following that we will bus to Solomon’s Pools (if conditions permit) which were 
part of the ancient aqueduct system that brought water to Jerusalem.  From there, 
we will drive to and visit the Herodium, Herod’s desert fortress and tomb.  As we 
drive to Bethlehem we will view the area called “Shepherds’ Fields” (stop if time 
permits).  In Bethlehem we will visit the Church of the Nativity and have some time 
for shopping.  Dinner and overnight Jerusalem. (B,D)

May 10 Thursday Mount of Olives (Dominus Flevit, Gethsemane), Pools of 
Bethesda, Church of Holy Sepulcher, Garden Tomb, Israel Museum — 
ON Jerusalem
We begin our day with a spectaular view of Jerusalem from the Mount of 
Olives. As we walk down the mount, we will stop at Dominus Flevit, the church 
that commemorates Jesus weeping over Jerusalem, and the the Garden of 
Gethsemane—the site of Jesus’ Passion.  From there we will walk into the Old City, 
and visit the Pools of Bethesda (John 5) and the church of the Holy Sepulcher—the 
traditional site of Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.  Next we will visit the 
Garden Tomb and Gordon’s Calvary, an alternative site of those events.  Our day 
will end at the Israel Museum where we will see the model of New Testament 
Jerusalem, some of the Dead Sea Scrolls, and archaeological highlights of the Israel 
Museum.  Dinner and overnight Jerusalem. (B,D)

May 11 Friday Return Home Country
Transfer to Ben Gurion Airport.  We will board Turkish Air 865 at 8:40 AM.  After 
transfering in Istanbul, TK 001 is scheduled to arrive at JFK at 5:30 PM.

$4,275 Per Person in Double Occupancy

$5,035 Single Room

•	Round trip International flights between New York-Tel Aviv-New York

•	1 Night at 4 star Ramada Hotel in Netanya

•	3 nights at 4 star Ron Beach Hotel in Tiberias  

•	2 Nights at Oasis Hotel in Jericho

•	1 night in David Hotel area Dead Sea

•	4 nights at Grand Court Hotel in Jerusalem or similar

•	Daily open buffet breakfasts at the hotels 

•	11 dinners at the hotels

•	All group Airport-hotel and hotel-airport transfers

•	Transportation by private A/C bus throughout the tour

•	English speaking, Bible-oriented, professional tour guide throughout the tour

•	All Entry fees to the sites & museums

•	Tips to the hotel and restaurant staff

•	Service charges & local taxes

•	Drinks and lunches

•	All personal expenses

•	Travel and Health Insurance, all kind of insurances

•	Tips to the tour guide and driver

LAND & AIR:
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PAYMENT  PROCEDURE:
•	$200 per person Deposit: October 1, 2017 

(fully refundable until February 1, 2018)

•	Full Payment : February 1, 2018

PAYMENT (both deposit and full payment) can be made by two ways; credit card 
(Visa or Mastercard) or by bank wire transfer.

1- If you wish to pay with a credit card (Visa or Mastercard only), you can fill in the 
secure form at our website  https://secure.tutkutours.com/tours/180429IS 

2- You can make a bank wire transfer to our below bank account.

Our Bank in Turkey : FINANSBANK A.S. (USD Account)
Swift Code                             : FNNBTRISIZM
IBAN Number                        : TR270011100000000012382654
Beneficiary’s Name              : Tutku Tours
Beneficiary’s Account #      : 12382654
Our Bank’s address             : FINANSBANK Alsancak Branch 1388 Sokak  
    16/A Alsancak, Izmir 35220 Turkey

Cancellation Penalty:
• 120-90 days prior to departure:No Penalty
• 89-60 days prior to departure: 10%
• 59-45 days prior to departure: 25% 
• 44-30 days prior to departure: 50%
• 29-15  days prior to departure: 75%
• 14 days & After  No refund

Church Holy Sepulcher

Visit for other tours: www.tutkutours.com
Email for customized group & individual

tour requests: info@tutkutours.com

Specializing in Biblical and Classical Tours

CELEBRATING

ISRAEL • JORDAN • EGYPT • TURKEY • CYPRUS • GREECE • ITALY
since 1992

For Registration please contact: 
Dr. Carl and Mary Rasmussen
footstepstours@comcast.net

organized by


