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Turkey is now opening the land to exploration and archaeological excavations.  In previous 
years, there was a limited number of excavations and the treasures of Turkey were not 
well publicized.  Things are now changing.  There are more excavations in Turkey than 
ever before and people are now discovering the other Holy Land (aside from Israel). 
There are 309 excavations going on in modern Turkey today;  7 of them are directed by 
U.S. institutions:

 - Gordion   Prof. G. Kenneth SAMS
 - Antiocheia Ad Cragum  Prof. Michael HOFF
 - Aphrodisias   Prof. R. Roland SMITH
 - Zincirli Höyük   Assoc. Prof. Dr. David SCHLOEN
 - Sardis    Prof. Nicholas D. CAHILL
 - Kızılburun Shipwreck Prof. Donny HAMILTON
 - Kinet Höyük  Assoc. Prof. Marie HENRIETTE-GATES

prepared by

NEW discoveries are taking place in TURKEY!

Educational, Biblical and Classical Tours

Photo by Mark Fairchild, Ph.D.
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TRAVEL STUDY
Focus on Asia Minor, 
Modern Turkey

People of faith usually do not think of Turkey as a Bible
land. Yet after Israel, Turkey has more biblical sites than any 
other country in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Scholars have suggested that the Garden of Eden mentioned in 
Genesis’s creation account was located in Turkey because the 
Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers flow through its eastern region. 
The book of Genesis also states that Abraham lived in Haran in 
southeastern Turkey.  After the victory of Alexander the Great 
and the establishment of the Seleucid Empire, many Jews came 
to live in Asia Minor. During this period Paul’s family settled 
in Tarsus, and the apostle was later born in this Cilician city. 
Although the archaeological remains for Jewish communities 
are meager, the remains of three synagogues have been found 
in Turkey—at Sardis, Priene, and Andriake. Christianity soon 
spread north to Antioch, modern Antakya, where the followers 
of Jesus were first called Christians in Acts 11:26. 

During the first century Asia Minor became the nexus of the 
expanding Christian movement. All of Paul’s journeys either 
passed through or along the coast of Asia Minor. He wrote 
letters to the churches in Galatia, Ephesus, and Colossae. Besides 
Paul, both Peter and John also wrote to churches in Asia Minor.  
Amazingly, two-thirds of the twenty-seven books in the New 
Testament were either written to or from Asia Minor. 

Early church history is also rooted in Turkey. Polycarp of Smyrna 
and Ignatius of Antioch were famous bishops who succeeded the 
apostles. The seven ecumenical councils were all held in Turkey 
starting with the first council of Nicea held in A.D. 325. 

The following articles, written by scholars who have traveled 
extensively in Turkey, all provide additional insights into this rich 
history. They also share some of their discoveries along with 
their experiences at some unique sites.

This special “Focus on Asia Minor/Modern Turkey” is sponsored 
by Tutku Tours, a travel agency noted for its biblical and classical 
tours. Tutku Tours has partnered with the Biblical Archaeology 
Society to offer several tours in Asia Minor.  So as you read and 
learn more about this special Bible land, the next step is to sign up 
and come visit in person the place where biblical history was made.

Depart New York
Arrive Bodrum. Meet and transfer to the Sailing Boat.
Sailing Boat – Knidos
Sailing Boat – Datca
Sailing Boat – Loryma
Sailing Boat – Dalyan – Caunos
Sailing Boat – Marmaris 
Leave Sailing Boat – Xanthos – Patara – Kalkan
Andriake – Antalya
Perga – Aspendos – Antalya
Fly Cyprus – Salamis – Girne
Paphos – Girne
Fly Istanbul
Istanbul; St Sophia, Cistern, Archaeology Museum
Fly back to New York – End

Jun 1 Fri 
Jun 2 Sat  
Jun 3 Sun
Jun 4 Mon
Jun 5 Tue
Jun 6 Wed
Jun 7 Thu
Jun 8 Fri 
Jun 9 Sat
Jun 10 Sun
Jun 11 Mon
Jun 12 Tue
Jun 13 Wed
Jun 14 Thu
Jun 15 Fri 

ISTANBUL

BODRUM

CNIDOS
DATCA

LORYMA

RHODES

ANTALYA
PERGA

ASPENDOS

SALAMIS
GIRNE

PAPHOS

PATARA

ANDRIAKE
KALKAN

XANTHOS
MARMARIS

BLACK SEA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

A
EG

EA
N

 S
EA

TURKEY

Sept 18 Tue
Sept 19 Wed
Sept 20 Thu
Sept 21 Fri
Sept 22 Sat
Sept 23 Sun
Sept 24 Mon
Sept 25 Tue
Sept 26 Wed
Sept 27 Thu
Sept 28 Fri
Sept 29 Sat
Sept 30 Sun

Depart New York – Fly Istanbul
Arrive Istanbul
Byzantium – Constantinople – Fly Antalya
Attalia  – Perga – Aspendus – Antalya
Myra – Andriake – Patara – Kalkan 
Xanthos – Aphrodisias – Pamukkale 
Hierapolis – Laodicea – Colossae – Pamukkale 
Miletus – Didyma – Priene – Kusadasi 
Ephesus – Kusadasi 
Sardis – Smyrna – Izmir 
Pergamum – Assos 
Assos – Troy – Istanbul 
Istanbul Airport – Fly back to New York 

ISTANBUL

PERGAMUM

IZMIR

EPHESUS

PRIENE
MILETUS

DIDYMA

SARDIS

APHRODISIAS

ANTALYA
PERGA

ASPENDUS

MYRA
PATARA

XANTHOS

TROY
ASSOS

BLACK SEA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

A
EG

EA
N

 S
EA

HIERAPOLIS

COLOSSAE
LAODICEA

TURKEY

$4,590
Land & Air

$4,990
Land & Air

For Registration please contact: 
Anne 202-364-3300 ext 208    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

TURKEY – THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF PAUL

SAILING WITH PAUL IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
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Mark R. Fairchild, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of Bible
& Religion, Huntington University

Miletus was the oldest city among the settlements of the Located on a peninsula jutting into the Aegean Sea, Miletus had 
three harbors in its west side and another one on the east.   
A large theater sat along the west coast of Miletus overlooking 
the central western harbor.  The theater was originally built 
at the beginning of the fourth century B.C. and was modified 
during the Hellenistic period and again in the Roman period.  
The theater’s capacity was 15,000 people and is still in excellent 
shape.  Down the slope on the other side of the hill, there are 
two Hellenistic period Lion statues mired in the mud that once 
guarded the entrance to the northwest harbor. Deeper into the 
harbor to the southeast, there was a Roman synagogue.

Paul came to Miletus at the end of his third mission, as he was 
heading to Jerusalem (Acts 20:15-16).  There, Paul summoned 
the elders of the Ephesian church and upon their arrival at 
Miletus, he delivered his farewell address (Acts 20:17-38).  
Clear evidence of a sizeable Jewish community has been found 
at Miletus.  A synagogue was located near the northwest harbor.  
Also, one of the rows in the theater contains an inscription 
translated ‘Place of the Jews and the God-fearers’.  This rare 
inscription gives evidence not only to a Jewish community in 
Miletus, but also to a group of Gentiles who associated with the 
synagogues.  Paul almost always preached at synagogues in new 
cities and found converts not only from among the Jews but also 
among the God-fearing Gentiles (Acts 17:4, 17).

Ionian League and, along with Ephesus, it was one of the most 
powerful members of the league.  Archaeological investigations 
have shown that Miletus was first settled in the sixteenth century 
B.C. by Minoan colonists from Crete.  The city became very 
prosperous and powerful. By the eighth century B.C., Miletus 
had established a number of its own colonies, particularly in 
the Sea of Marmara, the Black Sea and Egypt.  Pliny stated that 
Miletus had established about ninety colonies throughout the 
Mediterranean.  

In 546 B.C. the Persians gained control of Anatolia’s west 
coast, and Miletus was under their dominion. However, Miletus 
took a leading role in the Panionian revolt against the Persians 
in 499 B.C.. After the Persians wiped out the Ionian fleet off 
the coast of Lade (near the harbor of Miletus), Miletus was 
destroyed and its citizens were enslaved.  Afterwards Miletus 
was rebuilt. By the middle of the fifth century B.C. the city was 
once again a prosperous port.  Nevertheless, Miletus never 
regained its former glory. It was eventually eclipsed by Ephesus 
as the preeminent city of the region.  When the Pergamene 
Kingdom folded, the Romans assumed control of the region and 
created the Roman province of Asia Minor. Miletus continued 
to prosper under the Romans, and the city’s population during 
that time grew to about 75,000 people. 

MILETUS

Miletus Theater

Acts 20:15–38; 
2 Timothy 4:20
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TURKEY

The Ephesus Celebration Meeting was held in Ephesus, and hosted more than 1,600 people.

info@tutkutours.com • www.tutkutours.com

organizers of
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Amos Professor of New Testament for 
Doctoral Studies, Asbury Theological 
Seminary; Doctoral Faculty St. Mary’s 
College, St. Andrews University

We all like adventures where something unexpected

SURPRISES AT 
EACH CORNER 
OF TURKEY 

and delightful is discovered.  And I can honestly say that every 
trip I have ever made to Turkey has been an embarrassment 
of riches, with one spectacular archaeological site, beautiful 
landscape, or amazing discovery or surprise around most any 
corner.  Take for instance last May.  I went to see the an-
cient ruins of the Christian city of Ani, a center of Armenian 
Christianity for centuries, but now one of the most remark-
able ghost towns imaginable complete with huge walls, castle 
ruins, the ruins of many abbeys and monasteries and much 
more,  all set on the beautiful river that separates Turkey 
from Armenia.  It was like suddenly discovering long lost 
Camelot.  I couldn’t take enough pictures.  If you still have 
your sense of wonder and your joy of discovery intact,  then 
Turkey is the place to go, and no one can help you get there 
and explore any better than Levent Oral and Tutku Tours.

Ani, Eastern Turkey

“The Travel Study – Focus on Asia Minor, modern Turkey”
section has been prepared by Tutku Tours, a leading tour  
company in Biblical and Classical Tours since 1992.

We hope you enjoy reading about the experiences of our friends
and University faculty members who gathered during their 
travels throughout Turkey. I look forward to hearing your 
thoughts and comments about these pages. Please email me at 
info@tutkutours.com

Tutku Tours offers tours every year in cooperation with the  
Biblical Archaeology Society and Biblical Archaeology Review. Some 
issues will also offer articles focusing on these special destinations. 
Please continue to follow BAR, so you can read more articles on 
the Bible lands of the eastern Mediterranean— Israel, Jordan, 
Egypt, Turkey, Greece, Cyprus and Italy.

Levent Oral, President
Tutku Tours, Turkey
www.tutkutours
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Mission, Bible & Religion Department, 
Eastern Mennonite University; 
Director of Coffman Center, Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary

SAILING ACTS
Exploring the
Mediterranean World of
Paul in the First Century

In 2002, while standing on the ruins of Herod’s harbor in

In the ensuing years, I have led a number of undergraduate study 
groups for Eastern Mennonite University in Turkey which has 
included sailing the southern coast and hiking the rugged St. 
Paul trail between Perge and Pisidian Antioch. More recently, as 
director of the Biblical Lands Educational Seminars and Service 
(BLESS) program of Eastern Mennonite Seminary, I have begun 
bringing seminary students for intensive, three-week seminars 
exploring the first century Roman world and the dynamics of 
the Christian movement by land and sea.  For the full story, you 
can read my book Sailing Acts: Following an Ancient Voyage, or visit 
the website at www.emu.edu/sailingacts.

Caesarea, Israel, gazing west across the Mediterranean,  
I wondered how the prisoner Paul felt the day he boarded a small 
coastal freighter on the first part of his eventful voyage to Rome. 
A small voice inside seemed to say, “There’s only one way to find 
out.”  So began the Sailing Acts sabbatical project of following 
Paul’s routes by sailboat as described in Acts, visiting every har-
bor and city mentioned of Paul’s sea voyages and land journeys. 

In June of 2004, after purchasing and fixing up an old sailboat in 
Greece, changing the name to Sailing Acts, my wife and I launched 
a 15-month voyage of explorating the Mediterranean world of 
Paul in the first century. This voyage changed my understanding 
of Acts, Paul, and the Roman Empire of the first century. It also 
changed my vision of biblical studies and theological education. 
My wife and I sailed some 4,000 miles on Sailing Acts, about 
one-third of Paul’s total journey, and we traveled another 2,500 
by land on foot, public transportation, scooters, and rented cars 
during that time.

Visiting the incredible New Testament sites such as Perge, 
ancient seaports with their archeological remains such as at the 
Andriake harbor near Myra, as well as Cnidus and Patara, along 
what is arguably the most beautiful stretch of coastline of the 
eastern Mediterranean Sea, made Turkey an especially wonder-
ful place during the Sailing Acts project.  

It became increasingly 
clear during that time, 
that Turkey would be 
the ideal place to bring 
students on a learning 
voyage, exploring the 
past, experiencing first 
century travel in an 
unspoiled marine envi-

ronment, and encountering the colorful and dynamic Mediter-
ranean cultures that continue to this day, to influence the entire 
world.

Sailing Lycian Coast

E-Mail: info@korumar.com.tr  Web: www.korumar.com.tr
Tel: (+9) 0 256 618 15 30 Fax: (+9) 0 256 618 11 10
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Don Westblade, Th. M., Professor of 
Religion, Past Director of Honors
Program, Hillsdale College

ALEXANDRIA 
TROAS

People who know land say that the key to its value is

The effect is as strong in a location like Alexandria Troas or 
Colossae, where few of their ancient structures remain to be 
viewed, as in an Ephesus dramatically rebuilt. We experience 
value even in sheer physical location. Experiencing its reality 
brings our history to life again. Tutku Tours made it all happen 
for scores of my students. Let their expert staff put you in the 
steps of Paul, too. 

“location, location, location.” On that criterion, Turkey offers 
a traveler some of the most valuable lands on earth to visit.
Consider a site like Alexandria Troas. In the Troad where 
Aeneas, Rome’s founder, originated, its position on the straits 
invited a settlement worthy of Alexander’s name. Its strategic 
location at the mouth of the Dardanelles tempted Caesars 
from Julius to Constantine to relocate the Roman capital to 
its beautiful harbor.

A city of a hundred thousand in Paul’s day, it drew the Apostle 
several times to its urban and maritime hub. Here the first-
hand narrative of Acts commences, as Luke appears to join 
Paul’s travels at this location. Here Christianity launched 
its first steps onto European soil, because a vision and the 
“Macedonian call” came to Paul in this place. Here occurs the 
first record of someone who falls asleep during a sermon, 
when Eutychus tumbles out of the window. Here Paul left his 
cloak and books and some precious parchments at the home 
of a friend named Carpus.

Many who read accounts like these in ancient histories 
associate them conceptually with a place’s name in the same 
way one might imagine locations in fiction. Nothing imparts a 
more vivid cure to such abstractions than to stand with one’s 
own feet on the location itself, reconnecting one’s reading 
with their realities. The effect is incarnational. The word 
takes on flesh.

Alexandria Troas
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contact/conflict with the Roman Empire.  One of the areas of 
confrontation was with the common practice of “worshiping” 
the Roman Emperor.   To whom did early Christians owe 
their allegiance?  To the Emperor?  To Jesus?   How could 
they be loyal subjects to the Kingdom of the Emperor while at 
the same time being loyal subjects to the Kingdom of God?
In visiting Turkey all of this comes into focus as one visits 
the spectacular remains associated with the imperial cult.  
In Ankara there is the well–preserved Temple to Augustus 
with a text describing his accomplishments in both Latin and 
Greek. 

Carl Rasmussen, Ph.D, 
Emeritus Professor of Old Testament,
Bethel University

TO WHOM DID
EARLY 
CHRISTIANS 
OWE THEIR 
ALLEGIANCE?

As the Early Church expanded westward it came into

Temple of  Trajan, Pergamum

At Pisidian Antioch, a Roman Colony where Paul preached a 
stirring sermon (Acts 13), there are the remains of another 
Temple to Augustus.  In addition a temple to Domitian 
(Ephesus), a temple to Trajan (Pergamum), and an extensive 
monument dedicated to the Imperial Family celebrating 
Roman conquests (Aphrodisias) bear mute testimony to 
the all pervasiveness of the Roman Empire and the Imperial 
cult.  The early church, and many others as well, in the face 
of Imperial Rome were faced with the question—to whom 
do we owe our allegiance? Of course, still a very relevant 
question today.
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