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DISCOVER THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL TREASURES OF THE BIBLE

TRAVEL PROGRAMS

Tour Host:
Dr. Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., Director, Asia
Minor Research Center, Antalya, Turkey, and Visiting
Professor of Early Christianity, Regent University

Tour Host:

Tour Host:

Dr. Jeffrey A. D. Weima, Ph.D.
Professor of New Testament
Calvin Theological Seminary

Dr. Wayne House, (M.A., Th.D., J.D.) is Distinguished 
Research Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies at 
Faith Seminary, Tacoma, WA

Tour Host:
Dr. Mark R. Fairchild, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of Bible
& Religion, Huntington University

2014

2015

May 2-16
With Paul on the Egnatian Way: 
Thrace to Illyricum - Turkey, 
Greece, Macedonia, & Albania

September 15-29 
Early Churches with Paul & John

September 14-28 
Early Churches with Paul & John

March 9-21
The Seven Churches of Revelation, 
Nicaea & Istanbul

Academic Credit Option

JOIN
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Dr. Jeffrey A. D. Weima, Ph.D.
Professor of New Testament
Calvin Theological Seminary
www.jeffweima.com

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

EARLY CHURCHES WITH PAUL & JOHN
September 15-29, 2014

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Jeffrey A. D. Weima
$4,950
Land & AirSep 15 Mon

Sep 16 Tue
Sep 17 Wed
Sep 18 Thu
Sep 19 Fri
Sep 20 Sat
Sep 21 Sun
Sep 22 Mon
Sep 23 Tue
Sep 24 Wed
Sep 25 Thu
Sep 26 Fri
Sep 27 Sat
Sep 28 Sun
Sep 29 Mon

Depart from New York – Fly to Istanbul
Arrive Istanbul Airport 
Istanbul
Istanbul Airport – Fly Adana – Antioch
Antioch – Tarsus – Cappadocia
Cappadocia
Cappadocia – Konya
Konya – Psidian Antioch – Antalya
Antalya
Antalya – Colossae – Pamukkale
Philadelphia – Sardis – Izmir
Ephesus – Izmir
Pergamum – Alexander Troas – Canakkale
Canakkale – Ferry to Dardanelles – Istanbul
Transfer to Istanbul Airport for flight back to New York

This fascinating tour focuses on ancient churches connected with the 
two leading apostles of the New Testament: Paul and John. 

With regard to Paul, we will visit sites where the apostle traveled on all 
three of his missionary journeys (Acts 13:1-14:28; 15:36-18:22; 18:23-
21:19) and learn much about his letters to the churches established on 
these journeys (Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon). Details of 
the biblical text become more understandable after visiting these ancient 
sites in person. For example, on his first missionary journey Paul healed a 
crippled man in Lystra which caused the local citizens to believe that he 
and Barnabas were the gods Hermes and Zeus. The crowd thus wanted 
to offer sacrifices to the two apostles (Acts 14:8-13). These actions of the 
Lystra citizens are explained by a well-known mythological story of antiquity 
(Ovid, Metamorphoses 8.626). Hermes and Zeus disguise themselves as 
mortals and visit one thousand homes in the region around Lystra to 
determine how hospitable its citizens are. No one offers them food and 
lodging. Finally, they come to a poor, elderly couple who welcome them 
warmly into their home and provide them with food and wine. When the 
wine miraculously keeps on replenishing itself, the elderly couple realizes 
that their guests are actually gods. Hermes and Zeus then take the couple 
to a high hill and mercifully spare them from a devastating flood sent to 
punish the inhospitable people of the region. This ancient story explains 
why the citizens of Lystra so quickly and so specifically identified Paul and 
Barnabas as the gods Hermes and Zeus. 
With regard to John, we will visit the seven churches to whom the apostle 
wrote while exiled on the island of Patmos (Revelation 2-3). Once again, 
details of these seven letters take on deeper significance after traveling 
to the ancient sites. For example, in his letter to the Pergamum church, 
John rebukes them for eating “food sacrificed to idols” (Rev. 2:14). When 
worshipers in the ancient world offered a sacrifice to any god, only a small 
portion of the food was burned up on the altar. The majority of the offered 
food survived to be eaten by the worshiper in a dining room located 
either in the temple itself or in a building devoted to that particular god. 
A helpful illustration of this can be seen when we will visit the ancient city 
of Pergamum. Located a short distance below the top of the impressive 
acropolis is a building which has been called the “Podium Hall”—a cultic 
dining room. Up to 70 worshipers would recline on the podium—the 
three-foot high and seven-foot deep inside wall that encircles the outside 
walls of the building. Worshipers would lie with their head facing the 
center, thereby allowing them to eat the food that was set before them 
on a slightly lower ledge. This food had been sacrificed on one of the 
two altars found in the room: one to the god Dionysus, the other to the 
emperor Augustus as part of the Imperial cult. Dinners in a room like this, 
therefore, had an overtly religious character which transformed them from 
regular meals into cultic meals, and so made Christians who joined these 
dinners guilty of idolatry.
These are two small examples of how our study tour of “Early Churches 
with Paul & John” in September 2014 will open up in exciting and even life-
changing ways the meaning of the biblical text. 

TWO LEADING 
APOSTLES: 
PAUL AND JOHN
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Dr. Mark R. Fairchild, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of
Bible & Religion, Huntington University

In the late first century, the newly founded churches of Asia Minor were 
confronted with a dilemma:  follow the imperial demands of a despotic 

emperor or remain true to the call of Christ.  There was no middle ground.  
The emperor Domitian demanded that he be addressed as “Our Lord and 
our God”, two titles that were reserved within the Christian community 
for Jesus alone.  Moreover, the emperor insisted that everyone offer 
sacrifice at his imperial temples and celebrate the imperial festivals.  Those 
who refused could expect various forms of trouble:  social ostracism, 
verbal abuse, the loss of employment, economic sanctions, physical abuse 
and even death.  Christians in seven churches in what is today western 
Turkey, responded in various ways.  Some remained faithful to Christ and 
refused to submit to the demands.  They paid a heavy toll withstanding 
persecutions and death.  Most others, however, compromised their faith 
in part or in whole.  
Less than twenty years later, in nearby Bithynia the situation was similar.  
The new governor Pliny the Younger wrote to Trajan explaining how he 
dealt with the problem.  

“I asked them whether they were Christians; those who confessed I 
questioned a second and third time, threatening them with punishment.  
Those who persisted I ordered executed. . . . Those who denied that they 
were Christians, when they called upon the gods with words dictated 
by me and offered prayer, incense and wine to your image, . . . and 
moreover cursed Christ, which those who are really Christians cannot 
be forced to do, these I thought should be discharged.  Others declared 
that they had been Christians . . . but had ceased to be some three years 
before, others many years, some as much as twenty-five years. They all 
worshipped your image and the statues of the gods, and cursed Christ.”    

- Pliny the Younger, Letters 10.96-77

THE SEVEN 
CHURCHES OF 
REVELATION, 
NICAEA & 
ISTANBUL

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION, 
NICAEA & ISTANBUL

March 9-21, 2015

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Mark Fairchild $4,890
Land & Air

Mar 09 Mon                  
Mar 10 Tue                   
Mar 11 Wed                  
Mar 12 Thu                   
Mar 13 Fri                     
Mar 14 Sat                   
Mar 15 Sun                   
Mar 16 Mon                  
Mar 17 Tue                   
Mar 18 Wed                  
Mar 19 Thu                   
Mar 20 Fri                     
Mar 21 Sat      

Depart New York
Arrive Izmir
Izmir city tour – Izmir
Ephesus tour – Kusadasi
Miletus – Aphrodisias – Pamukkale
Hierapolis – Laodicea – Colossae – Pamukkale
Philadelphia – Sardis –  Overnight Sardis
Thyatira – Pergamum – Adramitium – Assos
Alexander Troas – Troy – Bursa
Nicaea – Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul
Fly back New York

Sardis, Turkey
Rev 1:11; 3:1–6
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Academic Credit Option

As an option, the study tour of the Seven Churches of Revelation, Nicaea and Istanbul can be 
taken for academic credit and for continuing education credit.  Huntington University is offering 
three (3) credits for students who complete the reading assignments and course requirements 
related to this study tour.  A course syllabus is available upon request.  The additional cost 
for those taking the tour with academic credit will be $1125. Huntington University is a fully 
accredited Christian Liberal Arts university ranked among the best in the Midwest. Persons not 
interested in taking the tour for academic credit will travel to the same places and participate in 
the same discussions as those taking the tour for academic credit.  Those not taking the tour for 

        academic credit will not be obliged to fulfill any of the course requirements.

The outlook for these Christians was grim and the choice confronting 
them imposed harsh options:  death or apostasy.
In response to these circumstances, Jesus appeared to John on the island 
of Patmos, where he was banished by the tyrant Domitian.  There Jesus 
directed him to write seven letters to seven churches in Asia Minor.  
There also Jesus revealed to John the Apocalypse (the things that have 
happened in the past, the things that happened in the present and the 
things that will happen in the days to come – Rev. 1:19).  The letters offer 
encouragement and instructions to Christians who were living at a time 
when evil appeared to be triumphing over the community of faith.  The 
letters offer a ray of hope in the bleak darkness of defeat.  The letters note 
that the test of one’s faith comes at times of greatest trials.  These timeless 
letters address issues as relevant to churches today as they were to the 
original recipients in Asia Minor.  How do we cope with a world that is 
hostile to the Christian faith?  
Our journey will begin with visits to each of the seven churches of the 
Apocalypse.  Along the way we will also tour important historical and 
Biblical sites such as Troy, Alexandrian Troas, Miletus, Aphrodisias, 
Colossae, Hieropolis, Assos and Adramitium.  Our journey will finish 
with a tour of the Bithynian city of Nicaea, the site of the first ecumenical 
council and the Nicene Creed, and Istanbul (ancient Constantinople).

Assos, Turkey
Acts 20:13–14

Lefke Gate, Nicaea, Turkey

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION, 
NICAEA & ISTANBUL  •  March 9-21, 2015
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For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

WITH PAUL ON THE EGNATIAN WAY: 
THRACE TO ILLYRICUM

Turkey, Greece, Macedonia, & Albania
September 15-29, 2014

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Mark Wilson
$5,450
Land & AirMay 2 Sat

May 3 Sun
May 4 Mon
May 5 Tue
May 6 Wed
May 7 Thu
May 8 Fri 
May 9 Sat
May 10 Sun 
May 11 Mon
May 12 Tue
May 13 Wed
May 14 Thu
May 15 Fri
May 16 Sat

Depart New York
Arrive Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul – Greece (Kavala)
Istanbul – Kavala – Samothrace Island – Alexandroupoli
Alexandroupoli – Neapolis –  Philippi – Kavala
Amphipolis – Apollonia – Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki
Thessaloniki
Pella – Edessa – Bitola – Ohrid (Macedonia)
Lychnidos – Ohrid
Elbasan – Peqin – Via Egnatia – Dyrrachium – Durres
Apollonia – Tirana – fly to Istanbul 
Fly back to New York

Several years ago while flying from Rome to Istanbul, I sat with a map of 
the Via Egnatia on my lap. I watched with fascination as the landscape 

of this ancient road unfolded some 30,000 feet below me. I determined 
that one day I would travel its 700-mile length. Why was the Egnatian 
Way so important? Constructed by the Roman governor of Macedonia, 
Gnaeus Egnatius, in the second half of the second century BCE, this 
ancient freeway was frequently used by Paul and other early Christians 
during their travels. During his second journey Paul connected with the 
road in Neapolis before proceeding to Philippi, then went to Thessalonia 
via Amphipolis and Apollonia (Acts 16:11-17:9). He followed the same 
route through Macedonia going and returning on his third journey (Acts 
20:1–5). But a cryptic allusion in Paul’s letter to the Romans (15:19) 
written from Corinth suggests that he visited Illyricum on this journey. 
Where was the Roman province of Illyricum? On the Adriatic Sea where 
modern Albania is. How did Paul get there? There was only one road—
the Egnatian Way. Our trip will visit major archaeological sites related to 
Alexander the Great such as Vergina, Pella, and Amphipolis.  At Ohrid, 
called the Jerusalem of the Balkans, we will feast on its spectacular lake 
scenery. At various points we will actually walk on sections of the 2100 
year-old road still in situ. Four fascinating countries, numerous ancient 
sites, breathtaking vistas—please join me for this trip of a lifetime as we 
travel from Thrace to Illyricum along the Egnatian Way.

WITH PAUL ON 
THE EGNATIAN
WAY: THRACE
TO ILLYRICYM
Dr. Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., 
Director, Asia Minor Research Center, 
Antalya, Turkey, and Visiting Professor 
of Early Christianity, Regent University
www.sevenchurches.org
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Dr. Wayne House, (M.A., Th.D., J.D.) 
is Distinguished Research Professor 
of Biblical and Theological Studies at 
Faith Seminary, Tacoma, WA

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

EARLY CHURCHES WITH PAUL & JOHN
September 14-28, 2015

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Wayne House $5,190
Land & Air

Sep 14 Mon
Sep 15 Tue
Sep 16 Wed
Sep 17 Thu
Sep 18 Fri
Sep 19 Sat
Sep 20 Sun
Sep 21 Mon
Sep 22 Tue
Sep 23 Wed
Sep 24 Thu
Sep 25 Fri
Sep 26 Sat
Sep 27 Sun
Sep 28 Mon

Depart from New York – Fly to Istanbul
Arrive Istanbul Airport 
Istanbul
Istanbul Airport – Fly Adana – Antioch
Antioch – Tarsus – Cappadocia
Cappadocia
Cappadocia – Konya
Konya – Psidian Antioch – Antalya
Antalya
Antalya – Colossae – Pamukkale
Philadelphia – Sardis – Izmir
Ephesus – Izmir
Pergamum – Alexander Troas – Canakkale
Canakkale – Ferry to Dardanelles – Istanbul
Transfer to Istanbul Airport for flight back to New York

By the second century of the Christian era, Asia Minor (now Turkey) 
had become the most fertile field for the growth of Christianity among 

the various places traveled by the apostles. Pliny the Younger, governor 
of Bithynia complained to the emperor Trajan that the temples had been 
forsaken due to the growth of Christianity. This dynamic center of early 
Christianity was the focus of much of the ministry of the apostles Paul 
and John, and possibly the place of the apostle Philip’s death at Hierapolis 
(modern Pammukale). Three of Paul’s missionary journeys (in the 40s and 
50s) were conducted in Turkey (recorded in Acts 13-21), and at the end of 
the first century John centered his ministry at Ephesus, and reached beyond 
with disciples like Polycarp and Papias.
Several of the letters that Paul wrote, such as Galatians, Ephesians, 
Colossians, and Philemon), were to churches in western and central Asia 
Minor. Our tour to Turkey will visit the areas and sites of the churches that 
Paul and John founded and in which they ministered. In the Lycus Valley, 
Paul healed a crippled man and was considered to be the god Zeus by the 
people of Lystra (Acts 14:8-13). After Paul and Barnabas declared the truth 
of gospel and decried themselves being gods, the people turned on them 
and attempted to kill them. In the same vicinity, is located the ruins of the 
city of Colossae, to which Paul wrote a letter against a heresy combining 
elements of Judaism and Greek philosophy.
The apostle John, from Patmos, off the coast of Turkey, wrote to the 
seven churches in Turkey, recorded in Revelation 2-3, and we will visit 
these impressive archaeological sites, such as Pergamum, Smyrna, Sardis, 
and Laodicea. The current ruins of Ephesus are some of the most well 
preserved of the ancient world. Paul founded the church at Ephesus, and his 
son in the faith Timothy, was its first pastor. Four decades later John, likely 
with Mary mother of Jesus, worked at this city. This famous pagan center 
later became a major center of Christian activity, but at the time of John 
was said to have forsaken their first love (Rev 2:4). At Pergamum was found 
the altar of Zeus, likely called the “seat of Satan” in Revelation 2:13, and 
some of this church followed the heresy of the Nicolaitans (Rev 2:15). The 
newly developed site of Laodicea has become one of the most important 
archeological sites in Turkey, with massive reconstruction of the ancient 
city. This church was known for being rich in worldly goods but poor in 
their spiritual life. Laodicea is located near Colossae with its refreshing 
cool waters and the famous healing hot springs of Hierapolis (modern 
Pammukale). Both of these waters flowed together into Laodicea, providing 
to this city lukewarm water. Like the city of Laodicea, the Christians there 
were not refreshing nor healing. 
In addition to a wonderful array of first century church sites, we will also 
experience the life of ancient Christianity in Cappodicea, and earlier the 
region of the Hittites, with its cone shaped houses and churches, and 
underground cities, and cities like Aphrodisias and Miletus.
I hope that you can come with me on this tour to Turkey. I am a professor 
at Faith Evangelical College and Seminary in Tacoma, Washington, and 
author of an upcoming book with Zondervan on biblical archaeology, and 
past editor of Israel: the land, and the people. I have researched and led tours 
to Turkey since 2002.

EARLY
JOURNEYS OF 
PAUL AND JOHN
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Alexander Troas
Ephesus
Smyrna
Pergamon
Thyatira
Sardis
Philadelphia
Laodicea 
Istanbul
and more...

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

*Land & Air from New York
*Per Person in Double Occupancy

For Professors or Pastors Who Wish To
Organize A Group Tour to TURKEY

Biblical Turkey Familiarization Trip

March 6-14, 2015

For booking and further questions, please email Mr. Levent Oral at 
info@tutkutours.com 

$100 DEPOSIT (refundable up to December 15)
FULL PAYMENT: December 15, 2014

*This tour is not open to public


