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Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., Director, 
Asia Minor Research Center, Antalya, 
Turkey, and Visiting Professor of Early 
Christianity, Regent University

ABRAHAM’S 
COUNTRY: 
The Ancient 
Civilizations of 
Turkey

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

ABRAHAM’S COUNTRY: 
The Ancient Civilizations of Turkey

September 14-28, 2013

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Mark Wilson $4,590
Land & Air

Sept 14 Sat
Sept 15 Sun

Sept 16 Mon

Sept 17 Tue
Sept 18 Wed
Sept 19 Thu

Sept 20 Fri

Sept 21 Sat
Sept 22 Sun

Sept 23 Mon
Sept 24 Tue
Sept 25 Wed

Sept 26 Thu
Sept 27 Fri
Sept 28 Sat

Departure from the US
Arrival in Istanbul; visit Hagia Sophia and Archaeology 
Museum
Visit to Hippodrome, Blue Mosque, Yerebatan Cistern, 
Chora Church, Egyptian spice market; Bosporus Cruise
9:40 flight to Şanlıurfa; Göbekli Tepe, Haran, Ur/Edessa
Nemrut Dag, Arsemeia
Rumkale boat ride on Euphrates, Carchemish, Gaziantep 
Mosaic Museum
Zincirli, Alalakh/Tell Acana; Tell Tayinat; Antioch Mosaic 
Museum; Peter’s Grotto
Kinet Höyük/Issus, Karatepe, Misis Mosaic Museum
Tarsus Gözlü Kule, Cilician Gates, Kaniş/Kültepe near 
Kayseri 
Cappadocia tour 
Hattusha, Yazılikaya
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations, Temple of Augustus, 
Acropolis; afternoon drive to Gordion
Phrygia Tour
Morning drive to Istanbul; afternoon free time
Transfer to airport for departure home

Turkey is more than just the land of John’s Seven Churches 
or the sites of Paul’s missionary journeys. Also called Asia 

Minor or Anatolia, Turkey has a number of sites mentioned 
in the Old Testament. It is the place where civilization began 
and even linked with the Garden of Eden mentioned in Genesis 
chapters 2-3. Two of the rivers that flowed from the garden — 
the Euphrates and the Tigris— have their sources in eastern 
Turkey. Göbekli Tepe, a Neolithic sanctuary that is perhaps 
humanity’s first religious structure, has recently been discovered 
near Şanlıurfa.

Abraham’s home in Ur of the Chaldees has been located around 
Urfa, rather than in Mesopotamia, in a newly published Bible 
atlas. This significant scholarly adjustment is based in part on 
the proximity of the patriarch’s former home at Haran. Also 
Abraham’s country, called Paddan Aram or Aram Naharaim, 
was the place where the wives for Isaac and Jacob were found 
(Genesis 24:4). 

One of the great civilizations of the Near East was centered in 
Turkey—the Hittites. With their capital at Hattusha they ruled 
much of the Levant. After their decline around 1200 BCE, a 
number of smaller Neo-Hittite kingdoms sprang up at sites such 
as Zincirli and Tell Tayinat. 

As the land bridge between continents, Anatolia hosted various 
kingdoms as they vied for power: the Assyrians traded at 
Kanesh, the Babylonians fought the Egyptians at Carchemish, 
and Alexander cut the Gordion knot at Gordion. The Phrygians 
were an Indo-European people who left a monumental site now 
called Midas City.

This is only some of the history and a few of the archaeological 
sites the “Abraham’s Country” tour will visit in 2013. Please 
join me for a visit to the lesser known side of Turkey with 
its spectacular landscape, unique cuisine, and rich cultural 
treasures.

ABRAHAM’S COUNTRY:
The Ancient Civilizations of Turkey

September 14-28, 2013    

Tour Host: Dr. Mark Wilson

Specializing in Biblical and Classical Tours

“Tutku Tours is a world leader in Biblical and Classical Tours.” - Dr. Mark Wilson
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Retrace the arduous journeys of the apostle Paul in the 
comfort of an air-conditioned bus and imagine the difficulties 

and passion that stimulated Paul to undertake the epic journeys 
that spread the Gospel from Jerusalem through Anatolia and 
Greece to Rome.  This trip will explore the cities, churches 
and the letters of Paul to Galatia, Colossae, Ephesus, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, Corinth and Athens.  Additionally, the excursion 
will visit the churches addressed in the book of Revelation and 
will discuss the problems of these early Christian communities 
as they struggled with life in a pagan society.  Historically 
important sites such as Troy and Delphi will also be added to 
the tour to provide a fascinating and well rounded introduction 
to ancient Greece and Turkey.

Western civilization was founded upon the ideas and culture 
that emerged from Greece and ancient Anatolia.  Thus, the 
trip will step back in time and discuss ancient life during the 
golden age of classical Greece and Turkey.  Moreover, this 
period witnessed the birth of the Christian church.  See how 
the church grew, prospered and thrived in the midst of a pagan 
culture.  See and hear how the earliest Christians struggled with 
lifestyle choices and endured various persecutions during its 
formative period.  Yet, in spite of these difficulties, the church 
grew in such incredible ways that it eventually overwhelmed the 
Mediterranean world.  

Anatolia (modern Turkey) was Paul`s home and the centerpiece 
of all three of his missionary journeys.  Most of his letters 
were written either to or from churches in Anatolia and the 
remaining letters were connected with Greece.  Additionally, 
the ministries of Peter and John were largely (or entirely) 
connected to Anatolia.  The book of Revelation was addressed 
to seven churches located in western Turkey as they responded 
in various ways to the pressures of the world around them.  
Finally, when the early churches of the Mediterranean world 
gathered together to debate issues and to affirm their faith, all 
seven of the ecumenical councils met in Anatolian Turkey.  

Join us on this trip to discover and affirm our own culture and 
faith.  Venture into the classical world and see how the early 
Christians changed the world by offering a message of love and 
hope.

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

THE JOURNEYS OF PAUL IN
TURKEY & GREECE

May 4-18, 2013

TOUR HOST:  Mark Fairchild $4,890
Land & Air

Mark R. Fairchild, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of Bible
& Religion, Huntington University

THE JOURNEYS 
OF PAUL IN 
TURKEY AND 
GREECE Depart New York – Fly Athens

Arrive Istanbul – Fly Athens
Athens
Corinth and Cenchraeae – Athens
Delphi – Meteora – Kalambaka
Kalambaka – Thessaloniki – Philippi – Kavala
Kavala (Greece) – Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul – Canakkale
Assos – Pergamum – Izmir (Smyrna)
Miletus and Priene – Kusadası
Ephesus – Kusadasi
Laodıcea – Aphrodisias – Pamukkale  
Hierapolis and Sardis – Izmir
Departure

May 4 Sat
May 5 Sun
May 6 Mon
May 7 Tue
May 8 Wed
May 9 Thu
May 10 Fri
May 11 Sat
May 12 Sun
May 13 Mon
May 14 Tue
May 15 Wed
May 16 Thu
May 17 Fri
May 18 Sat

“For your airline tickets!
1-800-TURKIYE (887-5493)

AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL
Independently owned and operated by Prime Travel”

May 4-18, 2013

The Journeys of 
Paul in 

Turkey and Greece

Specializing in Biblical and Classical Tours

Tutku Tours Travel Programs Endorsed by

Led by tour host Mark R. Fairchild

organized by
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Carl Rasmussen, Ph.D, 
Emeritus Professor of Old Testament,
Bethel University
www.HolyLandPhotos.org

IN WHAT KINDS 
OF BUILDINGS 
DID THE EARLY 
CHRISTIANS 
GATHER?

When many of us hear the word “Church” we often think 
of large buildings were Christians meet for worship.  The 

word “church” is found over 100 times in the New Testament, 
and it translates a Greek word ekklesia—but it never actually 
refers to a building as such.  Outside of the NT ekklesia often 
referred to the assembly of citizens in a Greek city but in the 
NT it almost always refers to the gathering of Christians (but 
compare the use of ekklesia as “assembly” in Acts 19:32–41).

It is well–known that in the late first and early second centuries 
A.D. there were few, if any, buildings specifically designated as 
“Churches.”  So where did an early Christian church/ekklesia 
gather?  Mainly in homes, apartments, and stores/shops!  But 
what were these homes, apartments, and shops like?  Fortunately 
archaeological excavations have provided some answers to this 
question.

In the Roman Period there were two main types of residential 
dwellings: a domus and an insula.  In the cities the very wealthy 
lived in a domus along with their extended families and their 
slaves.  A typical domus was a large one or two story building 
that had an atrium (open to the sky) that was paved with marble 
flooring and was surrounded by porticos and various rooms.  In 
addition, there was often an inner courtyard/garden that was also 
surrounded by additional porticos and rooms.  These elements 
of a domus are well-known from the ones found at Pompeii Italy, 
but now visitors to Turkey can stroll though the well–displayed 
domi, “terrace houses,” at Ephesus.  Like at Pompeii, the terrace 
houses at Ephesus are richly decorated with frescos including 
geometric patterns, landscapes, naturescapes, and mythological 
scenes.  In other instances the terrace houses’ walls are faced 
with beautiful thin, beautifully polished marble slabs! Their floors 
are covered with intricate mosaics with patterns similar to the 
frescos mentioned above.  Atriums and bathrooms are readily 
visible to the visitor as well as domestic spaces. Probably some 
of the early Christians, such as Erastus, Titius Justus and Chloe 
of Corinth (Romans 16:23; Acts 18:7; 1 Corinthians 1:11), 
Phoebe of Cenchrea, and Philemon of Colossae (Philemon 1:1), 
among others, were wealthy elite who opened their domi for 
the gatherings (ekklesia) of their fellow believers.

In contrast to a domus, an insula was an apartment building, 
two to five stories high, that contained numerous apartments 
that were rented out to the less wealthy and poor.  These 
“apartments” were very simple rooms that typically lacked 
kitchens, plumbing, or any other conveniences.  Christian 
gatherings in these rooms would have been very crowded 
and cramped.  It is possible that Paul was speaking in the third 
floor room of an insula in Alexandria Troas when the drowsy 
Eutychus fell out of the window (Acts 20:9)!  On the ground 
floor of a domus or an insula were shops of all sorts that opened 
out to the streets. It is very possible that the early ekklesia met 
in such storefront shops—like those rented by the Paul’s fellow 
tent makers Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth and Ephesus. The 
actual remains of such shops, smaller dwellings, and insulae are 
visible at Turkish sites such as Perge, Priene, and Sardis as well 
as at Greek sites such as Philippi and Corinth.

Thus, following “In the Footsteps of Paul” to very cities in 
where Christianity first took hold, helps us better understand 
the circumstances under which the small groups of new 
Christians (churches/ekklesia) met to “... devote themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer” (Acts 2:42) and to capture insights into the life of 
the early Church/ekklesia.  Indeed, the Bible does “come alive” 
on a visit to Turkey and Greece.  

Terrace Houses, EphesusCelsus Library, Ephesus

E-Mail: info@korumar.com.tr  Web: www.korumar.com.tr
Tel: (+9) 0 256 618 15 30 Fax: (+9) 0 256 618 11 10



BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY REVIEW • NOVEMBER /  DECEMBER 2012 •  TUTKU TOURS ADVERTORIAL

Focus on Italy, Turkey & Greece
T R A V E L  S T U D Y

Sarah Yeomans
Director of Educational Programs,
Biblical Archaeology Society
Lecturer, West Virginia University

SACRED ITALY:
The Wonders of 
Rome and its 
Environs

Specializing in Biblical and Classical Tours

“Tutku Tours is a world leader in Biblical and Classical Tours.” - Dr. Mark Wilson

Sacred ItalySacred Italy
March 16-24, 2013

Led by tour host Sarah Yeomans
Join us for the journey of a lifetime!

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

Depart New York
Arrive Rome
Vatican Museums, Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Basilica di San Clemente, Case Romane
Pantheon, Spanish Steps, Santa Maria Sopra Minerva, 
Church of St. Ignatius, Campo di Fiori, Colosseum, 
Roman Forum, Mamertine Prison
Papal Audience, Tomb of St. Peter, Catacombs of Priscilla
Rome to Pompeii. Overnight Sorrento
Herculaneum – Sorrento
Capri Island – Drive back Rome
Rome Airport – Depart for U.S

Mar 16 Sat
Mar 17 Sun
Mar 18 Mon

Mar 19 Tue

Mar 20 Wed
Mar 21 Thu
Mar 22 Fri
Mar 23 Sat
Mar 24 Sun

ITALY
March 16-24, 2013

TOUR HOST:  Sarah Yeomans $4,490
Land & Air

It is impossible to visit Italy without being impressed by not only 
its charm and mastery of la dolce vita, but by its contributions 

over the millennia to the whole of Western culture. From 
the magnificence and might of the great Roman Empire to 
the atmospheric masterpieces of the Renaissance, Italy is a 
testament to the pinnacles of human achievement. 

In the city of Rome alone, it is possible to see how the great 
achievements of the modern era were derived from – and 
founded upon – the innovations of the science, architecture, 
art and philosophy of ancient Rome. Seemingly impervious to 
time, the soaring arches of aqueducts built two millennia ago 
resonate in modern structures throughout the world, and a 
rediscovery of ancient literature and thought precipitated the 
cultural revolution of the Renaissance, effectively catapulting 
humanity into our modern era. 

Walking through the ancient Roman Forum with the Colosseum 
rising triumphantly into view, the echoes of the great Roman 
statesmen and thinkers of the age, such as Julius Caesar, Cicero, 
and Marcus Aurelius, reverberate through the magnificent 
ruins of some of the Empire’s most glorious monuments. A 
stroll through the Vatican museums introduces the visitor 
to the ancient works of art that so inspired Michelangelo 
that he incorporated elements of them into some of his own 
masterworks within the Sistine Chapel. 

A visit to the catacombs gives an intimate and very human 
glimpse into the lives – and deaths – of early Christians, and 
what it meant for them to practice their religion in the ancient 
Roman world. Within the confines of St. Peter’s Basilica, one 
can witness every step of the evolution of the Catholic Church 
in the west; from the humble, mid-1st century resting place of 
the man known as St. Peter, to the vast, soaring space within 
the basilica itself, which bears the mark of almost every great 
architect of the age, from Donato Bramante to Michelangelo 
himself. 

In southern Italy, one is transported back to the life of Romans 
in the 1st-century A.D. Forever frozen in 79 A.D., the city of 
Pompeii and several of its sister cities came to a tragic and 
violent end with the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. 

Two millennia later, archaeologists are carefully excavating this 
extraordinary window into the past, and every year brings new 
insights into the lives of an ancient people whose cares and 
concerns, triumphs and motivations were not so very different 
from our own. A bit further south in Sorrento and Capri, the 
art of nature and man come together beautifully to create an 
environment as timeless as it is inspiring. It’s easy to understand 
why the great writers, poets and artists of the Romantic Era 
came here for inspiration. 

Now it’s your turn to be inspired, and experience the culmination 
of some of humanity’s greatest accomplishments, and some of 
nature’s most magnificent works.
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Jeffrey A. D. Weima, Ph.D.
Professor of New Testament
Calvin Theological Seminary

The problem of eating “food sacrificed to idols” (Greek 
eidolothytos) was a major one in the early church. Paul takes over 

three chapters to deal with the issue in his letter to Corinthians 
(1 Cor. 8:1-11:1). The Jerusalem Council warned against this 
problem in their letter to the Gentile believers (Acts 15:23-29). 
Two churches—Pergamum and Thyatira—are rebuked by Jesus for 
“eating food sacrificed to idols” (Rev. 2:14; 2:20).

When worshipers in the ancient world offered a sacrifice to a 
particular god, only a small portion of the food was burned up on 
the altar. The majority of the offered food survived to be either 
sold by the priest in the marketplace (Greek makellon: 1 Cor. 10:25) 
or eaten by the worshiper in a dining room located in the temple. 
These dinners, therefore, had a strongly religious character which 
transformed them from regular meals to cultic meals. Christians 
were forbidden to join in these meals because their participation 
involved a level of intimacy with the pagan god that made believers 
guilty of idolatry.

Some 20 papyrus dinner invitations asking guests to dine at such 
cultic meals have been discovered in Egypt. Typical is P.Oxy. 2791

which reads: “Diogenes invites you to dinner for the first birthday 
of his daughter in the Serapaeum tomorrow which is Pachon 26 
from the 8th hour onward.” In an age where infant mortality is 
extremely high, Diogenes is inviting family and friends to join him for 
a celebrative birthday meal in the dining room of the Serapaeum—a 
temple devoted to the Egyptian god Serapis. The location of this 
meal in the temple gives the dining experience a cultic character.

These cultic meals where people would eat “food sacrificed to idols” 
took place, however, not just in temples but also in other buildings 
devoted to a particular deity. A good example of this can be seen 
when visiting the ancient city of Pergamum. Located a short distance 
below the top of the impressive acropolis is a building which the 
German archaeologists excavating the site have called the “Podium 
Hall”—a cultic dining room. Up to 70 worshipers would recline on 
the podium—the three foot high and seven foot deep inside wall 
that encircles the outside walls of the building. Worshipers would 
lie with their head facing the center, thereby allowing them to eat 
the food that was set before them on a slightly lower ledge originally 
overlaid with marble. This food had been sacrificed on one of the 
two altars found in the room—one to the god Dionysus whose 
symbols of vine branches and grape clusters were painted on the 
walls, the other to the Roman emperor Augustus as part of the 
imperial cult. 

For most contemporary readers of the NT, the problem of eating 
food sacrificed to idols is a strange one that is difficult to understand. 
Visits to ancient sites like the Podium Hall in Pergamum, however, 
makes this problem easily comprehensible. This is just one example 
of how a study tour to Turkey opens up in exciting ways the meaning 
of the biblical text.

Papyrus Dinner Invitation

FOOD 
SACRIFICED TO 
IDOLS
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“The journey from California to Turkey crosses so many miles and so many years. 
I awoke this morning to gaze upon the beautiful blue waters of Bodrum harbor 
and the 2400 year-old Greek temple on the hillside. After lunch, the lovely and 
graceful Sadri Usta motored our diverse group of 12 interesting people to the 
former port city of Knidos. Here we wandered among the ruins gazing upon 
the protected harbor below us and conjured up images of the beautiful statue 
of Aphrodite who kept watch over her community. A beutiful beginning for the 
adventure.”

MARILYNN DUNN GUSTAFSON

“Every time I arrive in Turkey, I always have the sense that I am, in a way, com-
ing home. But no matter how many times I visit, there are always new surprises 
and experiences. There are very few places in the world where one can see a 
beautifully preserved temple dedicated to Zeus just off the side of the highway. 
Bodrum is delightful with its beautiful Crusader castle (part museum, part 
botanical garden complete with peacocks!), charming white buildings, and chic 
nightclubs. It’s easy to see why it is a magnet for vibrant people from all over the 
world.”

SARAH YEOMANS

“Fantastic and infirmative trip! The ship and crew were fantastic. The meals and 
accommodationswere second to none.”

MARGIE GERTRUDE MATOS

“Azure waters of the Mediterranean Sea amaze me. To cross the same waters 
as Paul did is a spiritual thrill. On land, just as thrilling. The whole day was one I 
will never forget! A water taxi to the ruins. A vigorous hike to near the top, many 
ruins to see, and a wild ride over ‘crashing waves’ back to the Gulet with a ‘fish 
dinner’ to remember.”

CAMILLE MADELEINE ROGERS

“I would like to use this opportunity to thank you for an absolutely
stunning trip. It was beyond expectations, so well organised and no additional 
charges! I met extraordinary people whom I hope will be lifelong
friends. I enjoyed the sites, the Gulet, the teachings, the excellent hotels.
I will no doubt promote you as a tour operator, and if all goes well, be on one of 
your tours again in the future.”

MONIQUE TERBLANCHE

Read the comments of some of the group members who joined the “Sailing with Paul in 
the Mediterranean Tour.”  You may wish to join our next Gulet Trip in June 2014.

CONTACT TUTKU TOURS FOR
PRIVATE CUSTOMIZED GROUPS,

CHRISTIAN MEETINGS
& CONFERENCES

IN ASIA MINOR, TURKEY
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The Ephesus Celebration Meeting was held in Ephesus, and hosted more than 1,600 people.


