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Pergamon, Turkey
Rev. 1:11; 2:12

DISCOVER THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL TREASURES OF THE BIBLE

TRAVEL PROGRAMS

Tour Host:
Carl Rasmussen, Ph.D, 
Emeritus Professor of Old Testament,
Bethel University

Tour Host:
Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., Director, Asia Minor 
Research Center, Antalya, Turkey, and Visiting
Professor of Early Christianity, Regent University

Tour Host:
Dr. Jeffrey A. D. Weima, Ph.D.
Professor of New Testament
Calvin Theological Seminary

Tour Host:
Mark R. Fairchild, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of Bible
& Religion, Huntington University

March 8-20
Israel & Jordan

2014

2015

May 28-June 11
Sailing the Mediterranean with Paul: 
Turkey & Rhodes

September 15-29 
Early Churches with Paul & John

March 9-21 
The Seven Churches of Revelation, 
Nicaea & Istanbul

Academic Credit Option

JOIN
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Carl Rasmussen, Ph.D, 
Emeritus Professor of Old Testament,
Bethel University
www.HolyLandPhotos.org

JERUSALEM

When traveling south from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, as you come 
over a rise the modern city of Bethlehem, and its suburbs, is spread 

out before yuo in a mountain basin.  Beyond it, to the south-southeast is 
a hill that looks like an extinct volcano.  In fact it is the remains of a huge 
pleasure palace/fortress/mausoleum that was built by Herod the Great 
called the “Herodium.”
Herod was an Idumean (partially Jewish) who was appointed by the Romans 
to rule over Judea—a small territory on the southeastern extremity of the 
Roman Empire.  He ruled from 37 to 4 BCE and was able to maintain the 
stability of his kingdom through his heavy-handed tactics.  For readers 
of the New Testament, it was this Herod before whom the “wise men” 
appeared and who subsequently killed the babies of Bethlehem (Matthew 
2:16–18).  Herod was a great imitator of things Roman and was engaged in 
building projects both inside and outside his kingdom.  Within his kingdom 
he is well known for building projects such as the Temple, the Temple 
Mount complex, and his palace in Jerusalem.  He also built, almost from 
scratch, the city of Caesarea Maritima, Masada, three temples dedicated to 
the worship of the Emperor Augustus, and numerous fortresses.
One of his final projects was this volcano-like structure situated about 7 
miles south of Jerusalem.  Today we know that the Herodium consisted 
of three major areas in Herod’s day.  The Upper Herodium (shaped like 
a volcano) was in fact the most exclusive part of this pleasure palace 
complex.  It is circular in shape, with very steep slopes and towers at 
the four points of the compass.  The summit included storerooms, richly 
decorated apartments, a dining area, a large rectangular garden that was 
partially surrounded by covered colonnades, and a Roman bath—complete 
with a dressing room and cold, tepid, and hot rooms!  The views from the 
top of the Judean Desert, the Hills of Moab, Jerusalem, and the Hill Country 
of Judah are spectacular. The Lower Herodium, best viewed from the top, 
is a larger pleasure palace complex that is laid out on the flat ground at the 
northern foot of the Herodium.  It consists of a large, almost square, pool 
that has a circular pagoda in the center of it.  An aqueduct transported 
water from springs to the west of the Herodium fed the pool.  Gardens 
and covered colonnades surrounded the pool and the complex included a 
large dining area, a large Roman bath, guest quarters, etc.  In addition, to 
the east, were a long parade ground and a palace/viewing stand.
In recent years Professor Ehud Netzer, recently deceased, excavated 
the north slope of the Herodium and his spectacular finds included a 
small theater with associated special V.I.P. rooms that were lined with 
well-preserved frescos—similar to those found at Pompeii!  In addition 
Nezter found the base of the tomb monument that Herod built along 
with architectural fragments of its superstructure and many fragments of 
sarcophagi that were interred nearby.
On our March 2014 trip we will explore (not view from the distance as 
some tours) this unique structure as we reflect on the life, the times, and 
the impact of Herod the Great.

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

ISRAEL & JORDAN
March 8-20, 2014

TOUR HOST:  Carl Rasmussen $4,750
Land & Air

Mar 08 Sat
Mar 09 Sun 
Mar 10 Mon 
Mar 11 Tue

Mar 12 Wed 
Mar 13 Thu 
Mar 14 Fri 
Mar 15 Sat

Mar 16 Sun

Mar 17 Mon 
Mar 18 Tue  
Mar 19 Wed

Mar 20 Thu

Depart New York – Fly to Tel Aviv
Arrive Tel Aviv Airport – Meet and transfer to Tiberias.
Capernaum, Mt. Bental, winery, Banias  & Hula lake Park. 
Church of Annunciation in Nazareth, Cana, Sepphoris.  
Arbel cliff (pending on time & weather)
Hussein Bridge crossing - Jarash. Mt Nebo, Madaba o/n Petra. 
Full day tour in Petra. 
Wadi Rum 4WD safari, Cross border at Eilat-near Dead Sea
Masada, Ein-Gedi Botanical gardens, Qumran, Mt. of Olives 
viewpoint. Overnight Jerusalem 
Temple Mount, Via Dolorosa, Holy Sepulchre, market, Garden 
Tomb.  Sound & Light show at David Citadel.
Bar Mitzva parties at Western wall, City of David, Yad Vashem.
Israel Museum, Herodium,  and Church of ativity in Bethlehem.
Independence hall, Jaffa, Beach promenade, Farewell dinner with 
singing waiters. Overnight Tel Aviv.
Transfer to airport.  Fly back to New York.
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Living in a Mediterranean port has given me a fresh appreciation for the 
role of the sea in Paul’s journeys. For it was from Attalia that he and 

Barnabas departed Pamphylia at the end of their first journey (Acts 14:25–
26). We have created this special tour so you too can experience a few 
of the key port cities visited by Paul. We will begin with visits to Ephesus 
where Paul spent almost three years (Acts 19) and which also happens 
to be the most visited archaeological site in Turkey. Then we will stop in 
Miletus where he addressed the elders who traveled down from Ephesus 
(Acts 20:15–17). Along the way we will visit the synagogue at Priene, whose 
excavation was sponsored by the Biblical Archaeology Society. In the scenic 
port of Marmaris we will board a special wooden-hulled boat called a 
gulet—our home for the next week. A personal chef will cook our meals, 
and at the end of each day there will be leisure time with swimming and 
water sports. Sailing the Mediterranean coast of Turkey is one of those 
special experiences that should be on everyone’s bucket list. I’ve cruised 
by gulet twice before and can’t wait to get aboard the boat again. Our first 
stop will be the Greek island of Rhodes visited by Paul on his third journey 
(Acts 21:1). On the following days we will visit other archaeological sites, 
many of which are accessible only by water. At Patara we will visit the 
impressive Greco-Roman city where Paul also stopped (Acts 21:1). After 
leaving the gulet at Kaş we will continue by bus to several other ports 
visited by Paul. He changed ships at Andriake, the port of Myra (Acts 27:5), 
where we will visit the recently discovered synagogue. Myra was also the 
home of the famous St. Nicholas. We will spend a day in Antalya where we 
will do a walking tour of ancient Attalia and then tour nearby Perga, the 
first city visited by Paul in Asia Minor on his first journey (Acts 13:13–14). 
Needless to say, the sites will be remarkable, the company enjoyable, and 
the conversation stimulating. So I hope to see you in Turkey in May 2014.

Mark Wilson, D.Litt. et Phil., Director, 
Asia Minor Research Center, Antalya, 
Turkey, and Visiting Professor of Early 
Christianity, Regent University
www.sevenchurches.org

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

SAILING THE MEDITERRANEAN WITH PAUL:
TURKEY & RHODES

May 28-June 11, 2014

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Mark Wilson $5,190
Land & Air

May 28 Wed
May 29 Thu
May 30 Fri
May 31 Sat
June 1 Sun
June 2 Mon
June 3 Tue
June 4 Wed 
June 5 Thu
June 6 Fri  
June 7 Sat 
June 8 Sun
June 9 Mon
June 10 Tue
June 11 Wed

Depart New York – Fly Izmir
Arrive Izmir airport – Meet and transfer to Kuşadası 
Ephesus tour
Priene – Miletus Then Drive To Marmaris
Gulet – Marmaris – Sail to Rhodes
Gulet – Rhodes
Gulet – Ekincik
Gulet – Manastir Bay – Yassica Island
Gulet – Oludeniz – Gemiler
Gulet – Patara – Kas
Disembark in Kas – Andriake – Myra – Phaselis – Antalya
Attalia – Perga – Afternoon flight to Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul
Fly back to New York – End

SAILING THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 
WITH PAUL
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Bodrum Castle and Marina

Sailing the Mediterranean

Sailing the Mediterranean

Gulet Trip in Fethiye
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Dr. Jeffrey A. D. Weima, Ph.D.
Professor of New Testament
Calvin Theological Seminary
www.jeffweima.com

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

EARLY CHURCHES WITH PAUL & JOHN
September 15-29, 2014

TOUR HOST:  Jeffrey A. D. Weima $4,950
Land & Air

Sep 15 Mon
Sep 16 Tue
Sep 17 Wed
Sep 18 Thu
Sep 19 Fri
Sep 20 Sat
Sep 21 Sun
Sep 22 Mon
Sep 23 Tue
Sep 24 Wed
Sep 25 Thu
Sep 26 Fri
Sep 27 Sat
Sep 28 Sun
Sep 29 Mon

Depart from New York – Fly to Istanbul
Arrive Istanbul Airport 
Istanbul
Istanbul Airport – Fly Adana – Antioch
Antioch – Tarsus – Cappadocia
Cappadocia
Cappadocia – Konya
Konya – Psidian Antioch – Antalya
Antalya
Antalya – Colossae – Pamukkale
Philadelphia – Sardis – Izmir
Ephesus – Izmir
Pergamum – Alexander Troas – Canakkale
Canakkale – Ferry to Dardanelles – Istanbul
Transfer to Istanbul Airport for flight back to New York

This fascinating tour focuses on ancient churches connected with the 
two leading apostles of the New Testament: Paul and John. 

With regard to Paul, we will visit sites where the apostle traveled on all 
three of his missionary journeys (Acts 13:1-14:28; 15:36-18:22; 18:23-
21:19) and learn much about his letters to the churches established on 
these journeys (Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon). Details of 
the biblical text become more understandable after visiting these ancient 
sites in person. For example, on his first missionary journey Paul healed a 
crippled man in Lystra which caused the local citizens to believe that he 
and Barnabas were the gods Hermes and Zeus. The crowd thus wanted 
to offer sacrifices to the two apostles (Acts 14:8-13). These actions of the 
Lystra citizens are explained by a well-known mythological story of antiquity 
(Ovid, Metamorphoses 8.626). Hermes and Zeus disguise themselves as 
mortals and visit one thousand homes in the region around Lystra to 
determine how hospitable its citizens are. No one offers them food and 
lodging. Finally, they come to a poor, elderly couple who welcome them 
warmly into their home and provide them with food and wine. When the 
wine miraculously keeps on replenishing itself, the elderly couple realizes 
that their guests are actually gods. Hermes and Zeus then take the couple 
to a high hill and mercifully spare them from a devastating flood sent to 
punish the inhospitable people of the region. This ancient story explains 
why the citizens of Lystra so quickly and so specifically identified Paul and 
Barnabas as the gods Hermes and Zeus. 
With regard to John, we will visit the seven churches to whom the apostle 
wrote while exiled on the island of Patmos (Revelation 2-3). Once again, 
details of these seven letters take on deeper significance after traveling 
to the ancient sites. For example, in his letter to the Pergamum church, 
John rebukes them for eating “food sacrificed to idols” (Rev. 2:14). When 
worshipers in the ancient world offered a sacrifice to any god, only a small 
portion of the food was burned up on the altar. The majority of the offered 
food survived to be eaten by the worshiper in a dining room located 
either in the temple itself or in a building devoted to that particular god. 
A helpful illustration of this can be seen when we will visit the ancient city 
of Pergamum. Located a short distance below the top of the impressive 
acropolis is a building which has been called the “Podium Hall”—a cultic 
dining room. Up to 70 worshipers would recline on the podium—the 
three-foot high and seven-foot deep inside wall that encircles the outside 
walls of the building. Worshipers would lie with their head facing the 
center, thereby allowing them to eat the food that was set before them 
on a slightly lower ledge. This food had been sacrificed on one of the 
two altars found in the room: one to the god Dionysus, the other to the 
emperor Augustus as part of the Imperial cult. Dinners in a room like this, 
therefore, had an overtly religious character which transformed them from 
regular meals into cultic meals, and so made Christians who joined these 
dinners guilty of idolatry.
These are two small examples of how our study tour of “Early Churches 
with Paul & John” in September 2014 will open up in exciting and even life-
changing ways the meaning of the biblical text. 

TWO LEADING 
APOSTLES: 
PAUL AND JOHN
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Mark R. Fairchild, Ph.D.
Professor & Chair, Department of
Bible & Religion, Huntington University

In the late first century, the newly founded churches of Asia Minor were 
confronted with a dilemma:  follow the imperial demands of a despotic 

emperor or remain true to the call of Christ.  There was no middle ground.  
The emperor Domitian demanded that he be addressed as “Our Lord and 
our God”, two titles that were reserved within the Christian community 
for Jesus alone.  Moreover, the emperor insisted that everyone offer 
sacrifice at his imperial temples and celebrate the imperial festivals.  Those 
who refused could expect various forms of trouble:  social ostracism, 
verbal abuse, the loss of employment, economic sanctions, physical abuse 
and even death.  Christians in seven churches in what is today western 
Turkey, responded in various ways.  Some remained faithful to Christ and 
refused to submit to the demands.  They paid a heavy toll withstanding 
persecutions and death.  Most others, however, compromised their faith 
in part or in whole.  
Less than twenty years later, in nearby Bithynia the situation was similar.  
The new governor Pliny the Younger wrote to Trajan explaining how he 
dealt with the problem.  

“I asked them whether they were Christians; those who confessed I 
questioned a second and third time, threatening them with punishment.  
Those who persisted I ordered executed. . . . Those who denied that 
they were Christians, when they called upon the gods with words 
dictated by me and offered prayer, incense and wine to your image, . 
. . and moreover cursed Christ, which those who are really Christians 
cannot be forced to do, these I thought should be discharged.  Others 
declared that they had been Christians . . . but had ceased to be some 
three years before, others many years, some as much as twenty-five 
years. They all worshipped your image and the statues of the gods, and 
cursed Christ.”    

- Pliny the Younger, Letters 10.96-77

THE SEVEN 
CHURCHES OF 
REVELATION, 
NICAEA & 
ISTANBUL

For Registration please contact: 
Ellyn 202-364-3300 ext 216    Email: travelstudy@bib-arch.org

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION, 
NICAEA & ISTANBUL

March 9-21, 2015

TOUR HOST:  Dr. Mark Fairchild $4,890
Land & Air

Mar 09 Mon                  
Mar 10 Tue                   
Mar 11 Wed                  
Mar 12 Thu                   
Mar 13 Fri                     
Mar 14 Sat                   
Mar 15 Sun                   
Mar 16 Mon                  
Mar 17 Tue                   
Mar 18 Wed                  
Mar 19 Thu                   
Mar 20 Fri                     
Mar 21 Sat      

Depart NY
Arrive Izmir
Izmir city tour – Izmir
Ephesus tour – Kusadasi
Miletus – Aphrodisias – Pamukkale
Hierapolis – Laodicea – Colossae – Pamukkale
Philadelphia – Sardis –  Overnight Sardis
Thyatira – Pergamum – Adramitium – Assos
Alexander Troas – Troy – Bursa
Nicaea – Istanbul
Istanbul
Istanbul
Fly back NY

Sardis, Turkey
Rev 1:11; 3:1–6
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Academic Credit Option

As an option, the study tour of the Seven Churches of Revelation, Nicaea and Istanbul can be 
taken for academic credit and for continuing education credit.  Huntington University is offering 
three (3) credits for students who complete the reading assignments and course requirements 
related to this study tour.  A course syllabus is available upon request.  The additional cost 
for those taking the tour with academic credit will be $1125. Huntington University is a fully 
accredited Christian Liberal Arts university ranked among the best in the Midwest. Persons not 
interested in taking the tour for academic credit will travel to the same places and participate in 
the same discussions as those taking the tour for academic credit.  Those not taking the tour for 

academic credit will not be obliged to fulfill any of the course requirements.

The outlook for these Christians was grim and the choice confronting 
them imposed harsh options:  death or apostasy.
In response to these circumstances, Jesus appeared to John on the island 
of Patmos, where he was banished by the tyrant Domitian.  There Jesus 
directed him to write seven letters to seven churches in Asia Minor.  There 
also Jesus revealed to John the Apocalypse (the things that have happened 
in the past, the things that happened in the present and the things that will 
happen in the days to come – Rev. 1:19).  The letters offer encouragement 
and instructions to Christians who were living at a time when evil appeared 
to be triumphing over the community of faith.  The letters offer a ray of 
hope in the bleak darkness of defeat.  The letters note that the test of one’s 
faith comes at times of greatest trials.  These timeless letters address issues 
as relevant to churches today as they were to the original recipients in Asia 
Minor.  How do we cope with a world that is hostile to the Christian faith?  
Our journey will begin with visits to each of the seven churches of the 
Apocalypse.  Along the way we will also tour important historical and 
Biblical sites such as Troy, Alexandrian Troas, Miletus, Aphrodisias, Colossae, 
Hieropolis, Assos and Adramitium.  Our journey will finish with a tour of 
the Bithynian city of Nicaea, the site of the first ecumenical council and the 
Nicene Creed, and Istanbul (ancient Constantinople).

Assos, Turkey
Acts 20:13–14

Lefke Gate, Nicaea, Turkey

THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION, 
NICAEA & ISTANBUL  •  March 9-21, 2015


